
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Christian Church 
139 E. Main St. 

Somerset, PA  15501 

814-445-8112 

Email: fccsomerset@comcast.net 

Website: www.somersetfirstchristian.org 

Office Hours:   

Monday – Thursday,  

8:00am – 4:00pm 

CLOSED FRIDAY 
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     As Elders, we constantly strive for a level of leadership that would bring glory and honor to God's 

church. 

      We have all seen in our lifetime the different way in which culture and family dynamics can rapidly 

change. As we all know the culture today is much different than it was 40 years ago. Sometimes that 

means we must be aware of these changes and be able to change certain things to reach the lost or 

hurting in today's times. These changes can be such things as worship times, worship styles, music 

styles, etc. 

      There are certain things that must never change in our mission of reaching lost people and that is 

biblical preaching, baptism, communion, prayer, offering, etc. 

      First Christian Church is dealing with a wonderful but not so typical situation. We are growing, 

while many of the churches in this country are suffering from the opposite effect. We are especially 

blessed with a growing younger demographic. As our numbers grow there are increasing needs to make 

time sensitive decisions that affect the day to day operations of the church. As Elders, we take these 

decisions that you've entrusted us with very seriously. We are privileged to information that should not 

and cannot be shared with the congregation. This information, many times, helps us make the decision 

that is best for our church. Many times, we find time sensitive issues being bogged down or delayed by 

the politics of the approval policy. 

      After much prayer and discussion, the Elders have been giving some thought to updating the 

Constitution and bylaws. 

      Before anyone might get upset, the motive for doing this is so that Kingdom work might not be 

hindered. Here is a taste of what that update might look like. 

      The early church was led by a group of Elders usually appointed back then by the Apostles. When 

their work became heavy they appointed seven men to take care of food, the men in the church we now 

call Deacons. 

      Our goal is to restore this church to an Elder led church, where the Elders oversee the workings of 

the church, oversee the spiritual direction, and devote much time to prayer. The Deacons would also be 

spiritual overseers along with the Deaconesses help to attend to the physical needs of our church. 

      There would probably only need to be a few changes made to the Constitution and bylaws for this to 

happen. There will be a few open meetings set up for any active member of First Christian Church to 

attend to voice their opinion and ask questions as we map out this plan. As always, our decisions are 

thought out and accompanied by much prayer. We look forward to your input and will keep everyone 

up to date on any meetings coming up. 

                                                 

Thank You for Your Trust,  

                                                                 

 FCC Elders  
 

 

The Shepherd’s View 
by the Church Elders 
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Attending Church 
 In the past thirty years we’ve seen a growing trend in the U.S. Christians are attending church 

less. Thirty years ago, the average Christian attended church on average 3 Sundays a month. In 2018 the 

average Christian attends church on average less than 2 Sundays a month. This trend has left many 

asking what is the problem?  

 I believe wholly that this trend comes from a priority issue. Yes, some people are that busy. Yes, 

there are things happening on Sunday mornings besides Church. Yes, people are that tired, and it’s easy 

to justify that we need rest. Yes, kids have activities on Sunday mornings and we want to support them. 

So, what is the church to do?  

 The Church is to remember it’s number one priority is to speak truth into the life of people. 

When faced with the question of what to do when activities collide on a Sunday morning with Church; I 

think remembering a phrase spoke by Jesus himself will help “seek first his kingdom and his 

righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.” Yes, there are times when missing 

church is completely okay. I’m writing this for those of us who have been losing in the fight between 

our priorities. For those of us who are growing tired and weary, being at Church is the one place we 

need to be. After all God calls all of us who are tired and weary, and he’ll restore us. To anyone reading 

this who thinks this pertains to them, all I ask is that you pray about this. 
 

Student Minister Search Update 

 Many of you know that with the transition period for Pastor Andrew leaving the staff is trying to 

operate at a 100% with a man down. Over the last two months the elders and I have been looking for 

candidates to fill the open position of Student Minister. The main objective for this position is to be the 

minister to the students that are 6th-12th grade.  

 During the month of April, we will be bringing in two different candidates for in-person 

interviews and trial teaching with students. During the times that candidates will be here they will also 

meet some of the students and parents. They will end their time with us by attending church with us on 

Sunday morning. If you happen to be at church and meet one of them, please make them feel welcome. 

I also ask that you leave the interviewing to the church leadership. After all, on Sunday morning they’re 

here to worship. If you do have any questions about the candidates or the process, please feel free to 

email me at chase@somersetfirstchristian.org.  

Pastor’s Corner 
by Chase Hill 

mailto:chase@somersetfirstchristian.org
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April is National Volunteer Month.  Do you realize that we have around 72 different volunteers in the children’s 

areas alone? Children’s areas include newborn through 5th grade.  It takes 14 volunteers every Sunday morning 

to do the children’s programming that we currently do. On March 25th, Palm Sunday, we had 33 children in 

attendance.  We are so blessed here at FCC with volunteers willing to help children grow to know Jesus!  Here 

are eight encouragements that I would like to share with all those volunteers. 

1. Your ministry flows from your relationship with Jesus. Everything you do, from teaching Bible lessons to 

4th graders to preparing snacks for toddlers, should flow from your relationship with Jesus. Spending time in the 

Word, being a part of a small group, and attending “big” church is important for your spiritual walk. If you want to 

learn more about how to have a growing and vibrant relationship with Jesus, please see me and I will be more 

than happy to serve you. 

2. You are not a babysitter.  I know sometimes it may feel like it, but you are so much more than a Sunday 

morning babysitter! As a Children’s Ministry volunteer, you are planting seeds of the gospel in the hearts and 

minds of children with every song you sing, game you play, and snack you give. Every gospel-centered 

conversation you have with a little one is bursting with opportunity to be used by God in the life of a child. 

Parents appreciate your service more than you can even imagine. The ability to attend a church service without 

distraction and with peace of mind that their child is well taken care of is a gift, and they are very thankful. 

3. We want you to serve where you will thrive.  We want you to love volunteering at our church, and 

especially in Children’s Ministry! No matter your spiritual gift, there is a place for you in Children’s Ministry. No 

matter your passion or comfort level around kids, there is a place for you here. Wherever you serve, whether 

with the babies, tweens, or behind the scenes, we want you to love where you are serving. If you are already 

serving and think that there might be a better fit for your gifts in Children’s Ministry, please let me know and we 

can have a conversation about switching your area of service. 

4. The kids look forward to seeing you each week.  The kids in your class talk with their parents about the 

Gospel lessons you taught them all week long. They look forward to your warm welcome, fun games, spirited 

songs, and life-giving lessons each week. Be encouraged… you are loved! 

5. We want to know what is going on in your life.  If you are in the middle of a hard season, I want to know! I 

want to pray for you, minister to you, encourage you, and be there for you. If life is going well for you, Praise 

God! I want to know that too. The Children’s Ministry here is a family; we bear each other’s burdens and rejoice 

in each other’s joys. We can’t do that, however, if we don’t know what’s going on in your life. Please always feel 

welcome to send me a prayer request. I know I look busy on Sunday mornings, but drop me an email, and I will 

connect with you during the week! 

https://www.vanderbloemen.com/blog/dos-donts-of-emotionally-caring-for-your-church-staff
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6. If you have a question – ask!  One of the most important aspects of my job is to make sure that you have 

everything you need to serve in Children’s Ministry. If there is something you need to do your job better, please 

let me know. If you have a question about anything, or if you see something that you don’t understand, please 

feel comfortable talking with me. I want to be a resource for you as you carry out your ministry at this church. 

7. What you do is important to the overall vision and mission of the church.  Your ministry to children in 

this church is so very important. This church could not fulfill its mission and vision without your sacrificial and 

loving ministry to children and families. Know that the leadership of this church appreciates your service and so 

do I. 

8. God sees your acts of service.  Hebrews 6:10 says, “God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and the 

love you have shown him as you have helped his people and continue to help them.” God sees your service in 

Children’s Ministry. He remembers it, and your service here is showing Him love. 

Thank you to all who have a heart to serve and do so in such amazing ways!     

Tammy Schrock, Children’s Director 

 

 

 

Jr. High Thrive will be traveling to Anderson, Indiana for the 

Believe conference by CIY (Christ In Youth) April 6-7.  

Sr. High Thrive continues to meet on Thursdays 7:30-9 p.m.  

They are also planning their summer trip to MOVE by CIY 

(Christ In Youth) and will be traveling to Cedarville, Ohio June 

17-21.  Fundraising will be taking place to help the kids defer 

some of the cost of this trip.  For further information, please 

ask Tammy Schrock. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.fbclipan.net/_/rsrc/1398797807728/youth/Thr Ve.jpg?height=300&width=400&imgrefurl=http://www.fbclipan.net/youth&h=300&w=400&tbnid=coMS9h2dZJIYeM:&docid=3FAPcGCgCBK6kM&ei=AtVuVp3OJ4iteuPusdAL&tbm=isch&ved=0ahUKEwid157OytvJAhWIlh4KHWN3DLoQMwh2KFIwUg
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The Men’s Fraternity meets Monday – Friday 

from 6:15 – 6:35am (except holidays) in the 

Golden Achiever’s classroom.  All men are 

welcome for a time of Bible study and 

fellowship. 

 
Meets every Monday morning at 7:15am     

(except holidays).  Start your week out with 

Bible study and fellowship in the Golden 

Achiever’s classroom. 

 

FCC Resource Center 

Located at the information station. 

Books cost: $10 each.  If we run out before 

you get your copy, sign up on the sheet and 

we will do our best to get one for you as 

soon as possible. 
 

      
 

     

 

 

New Sunday School Classes 

begin April 8
th
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

† GENESIS: IN THE BEGINNING taught by 

Jim Moon in the back of the Café area. 

 

† CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP taught by Pastor 

Chase in the classroom above the Café. 

 

† FEARLESS CONVERSATION a combined 

men’s & women’s class will be taught by 

Mike Costea & Dane Cramer downstairs in 

the fellowship hall. 

 

Classes start April 8
th
 at 9:00am. 

Sign up at the information station. 

 

†  

 

 

† Monday 20 Somethings, 6:30pm at Chase & 

Megan Hill’s, 424 S. Rosina Ave. Smst. 
 

† Tuesday, 6:00pm dinner, 6:30pm study at 

Bob & Karen Walters 321 W. Church St., 

Smst. 
 

† Wednesday, 2:00pm at FCC. 
 

† Thursday, 6:00pm dinner, 6:30pm study at 

Dane & Cynthia Cramer’s, 130 W. Union St., 

Smst. 
 

† Friday, 6:30pm at Terry & Pam Knepper’s 

149 Forbes St., Smst. 
 

† Friday, 6:00pm dinner, 6:30pm study at 

Tim & Helen Thompson’s, 1797 Beulah Rd., 

Berlin 
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Priscilla Shirer Simulcast 

Saturday, May 5
th
 at Somerset 

Alliance Church 

9:00am – 4:30pm 

Cost is $10 per person which 

includes lunch. Sign up at  

www.somersetalliance.org/wo

mens-simulcast 

 

Annual Fundraising 

Dinner 

for the Berlin PA Firemen 

April 8
th
 from  

11:00am – 1:00pm  

Berlin Community Building 

Menu: Turkey Dinner (Family 

Style). Eat in or Take Out.  No 

reservations needed. 

 

Camp Christian Activities 

Daughters of Heaven 

April 20 – 22, $60 per person 

 

Elder’s Retreat 

April 28
th
, $30 per person 

 

Women’s Spring Luncheon 

May 5
th
, $20 per person 

 

Register for any or all  

Camp Christian events at  

www.Camp-Christian.org 

 

 

 

 
April 1st at 9:15am 

in fellowship hall 

Hosts: Bill & Tammie Gerhart 

 

 

 

Oil Changes  

April 3
rd
 for those who 

previously signed up at the 

information station.  

Location: 141 Doe Ln., 

Somerset 

 

 
April 16

th
 

Deaconesses, 6:15pm 

Deacons, 6:30pm 

Church Board, 7:00pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

▪ Go to 

www.somersetfirstchristian.org 

▪ Click the ONLINE GIVING 

button 

▪ Enter the amount you would 

like to give 

▪ Enter the frequency you would 

like to give (one time, weekly, 

etc.) 

▪ Enter the date your giving is to 

be withdrawn from your 

checking or savings account. 

▪ Click continue and set up your 

online giving information. 

▪ Please have the funds 

deducted from your checking 

or savings account. Credit & 

Debit card fees are high. 

 

 
Please be in prayer for our 

youth and leaders who will 

be attending the Believe 

Conference in Indiana April 

6
th
 & 7

th
. 

 

 

DONUT SUNDAY 

Youth Team Meeting  

April 9th, 6:00pm 

http://www.somersetalliance.org/womens-simulcast
http://www.somersetalliance.org/womens-simulcast
http://www.somersetfirstchristian.or/
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Sunday School  
There is no Sunday school on Easter Sunday 

     Nursery:  

 4/8 Karen Costea & Mary Gerhard 

 4/15 Pam & Keith Hauger 

 4/22 Ann King & Megan Hill 

 4/29 Tom & Tammy Minnick 

     Beginners: 

4/8 Helen & Tim Thompson  

4/15 Nancy & Bob Spochart 

4/22 Tammie & Bill Gerhart 

4/29 Deb & Dave Barndt 

     Grades 2-5:  

 4/8 Doug & Joni Thomas  

4/15 Becky Knopsnider & Alyssa Buck   

4/22 Chris Mowry & Stan King 

4/29 Chase Hill & Anna Meyers 

Worship Service 
     Nursery 1:  

 4/1 Jeremy & Melissa Wilson 

 4/8 Dylan & Karamie Johnson 

 4/15 Ann King & Tara Miller 

 4/22 Delores Shaulis & ___________ 

 4/29 Tammy Minnick & Mary Ann Riggs 

     Tiny Tots Nursery:  

4/1 Rachel Davis & Jody Stickle 

4/8 Jody Jurgevich & Georgian Blazin 

4/15 Denise Grove & Sue Slope  

4/22 Beth Benedict & Barb Kleinert 

4/29 Karamie Johnson & Keri Brown 

     Wee Worship: 

4/1 Becky Knopsnider & Pam Knepper 

4/8 Molly Meekins & Cheryl Clementi 

4/15 Mary & Steve Gerhard 

4/22 Tracey & Roger Baer 

4/29 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

       

  

 

Worship Service (Cont.) 
Junior Church: 

4/1 Christy Hay & Erin Baker 

4/8 Sue & Hannah Slope 

4/15 Rick Marker & Tim Baker 

4/22 Tammy Minnick & Mark Meekins 

4/29 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Meditation Volunteers 
 4/1 Jim Moon (both)   4/22     Mike Costea 

 4/8 Rick Marker         4/29     Chase Hill 

 4/15 Karl Sherbine 

AV Volunteers 
          4/1    8:00am   Mike Costea    

April 10:00am  Zach Baker & Jeff Miller 

Communion Prep. Volunteers 
4/1 8:00 am   Rita Fisher 

          10:00am   Mary Ann Riggs 

 4/8 Tammie Gerhart 

 4/15 Christy Hay 

 4/22 Arlene DeArmitt 

 4/29 Denise Ferris 

Information Station & Café Hosts 
8:00am       Cheryl Clementi 

10:00am     Tim & Helen Thompson 

Greeters 

  Alley Door  Main St. Door 

8:00am         Denise Ferris            Rita Fisher 

10:00am       Christine Cooper Donna Kern 

Van Ministry 

 4/1 Brandon Lambert 

 4/8 George Perras 

4/15 Rick Marker 

4/22 Terry Fisher 

4/29 John Schrock 

 

Additional schedules on page 10 
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Sanctuary Flowers 

4/1 In honor of Vi Burkett’s birthday by  

husband Ward. 

4/8 In memory of Bob Walker by wife  

Rowena. 

4/15 No flowers ordered. 

4/22 No flowers ordered. 

4/29 Happy birthday Zachary, we love you  

from your family. 

To order flowers for April 15
th
 or 22

nd
, 

call the church office at 445-8112.  Cost 

is $20 per vase. 
 

 

 
 

Chase Hill    chase@somersetfirstchristian.org 

Tammy Schrock  tammy@somersetfirstchristian.org 

Elders     elders@somersetfirstchristian.org 

Office     fccsomerset@comcast.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Visitation   
     East             West 
4/1            Pastor Chase during the week 

4/8     Sherbine’s         Rick Marker    

4/15 Jim Moon           Gerhart’s 

4/22   Barndt’s   Ferris’s 

4/29   Pastor Chase    Pyle’s 

Serving at the Table 
   Offering       Communion 

4/1  8:00 Dave Ferris Matt Rouch 

     10:00 Shane Lenhart      Dave Barndt 

4/8 Mike Costea  Dave Ferris 

4/15 John Schrock  Mike Costea 

4/22 Rick Marker  John Schrock 

4/29 Dave Barndt  Rick Marker 

5:15 Ministry 
4/1 Jim & Kim Onder (8:00am) 

 Bill & Tammie Gerhart (10:00am) 

 4/8 Bill & Tammie Gerhart 

 4/15 Dave & Denise Ferris 

 4/22 Frank & Cheryl Clementi 

 4/29 Pastor Chase 

Prayer Team 
4/1 Karen Walters & Chris Mowry 

 4/8 Mike & Karen Costea 

 4/15 Matt & Sarah Rouch 

 4/22 Jim Moon 

 4/29 Cheryl Clementi  

 

 

Mark Your Calendars 

Vacation Bible School 

July 30th – August 3rd. 

mailto:chase@somersetfirstchristian.org
mailto:tammy@somersetfirstchristian.org
mailto:elders@somersetfirstchristian.org
mailto:fccsomerset@comcast.net
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Prayer: noun    A solemn request for help or expression of thanks addressed to God. 

 

After reading that definition, and believe it or not, praying about it for a few months literally. I decided 

that I need to be more prayer focused in my daily life.  How about you?   

 

At the January Women’s Retreat (which was fabulous by the way) I discovered I have a poor prayer 

life.  What I mean by that is, I do not personally schedule a time to sit and be in prayer to my Father.  I 

pray in the shower, I pray for the prayer requests (most of the time when I don’t get side tracked by 

work or life).  Then Rick Marker shared a prayer devotion with the board at the March meeting.  I 

think I was getting light headed because I kept shaking my head, yes, yes, yes as he was sharing the 

devotion (from Reflect His Character by Dave Stone).  Here are a few snippets I wanted to share with 

all of you: 

 

▪ Jesus made time in his schedule every day to pray to His Heavenly Father.  

o “Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went 

off to a solitary place, where he prayed.” Mark 1:35 
 
 

o “After he had dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside by himself to pray. Later 

that night, he was there alone.” Matthew 14:23 

 

▪ Jesus, being fully God as well as fully man, submitted Himself to the Father.  Prayer was part of 

that submission.  Jesus needed time to reconnect and experience the Father’s presence and He 

willingly submitted Himself to the Father’s authority. 

o  “Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.”  James 4:7 

o “In all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.” Proverbs 3:6 

 

Then my 365-day daily devotional by Rick Warren began to focus on prayer as well.  Pastor Rick 

Warren suggests: Have the proper attitude when you pray, set aside a specific time to pray, keep your 

prayer plan simple. 

 

I want to challenge you to take time to pray.  You take time for the fresh cup of coffee in the morning, 

to have lunch every day, to read your devotions, to exercise, walk, run, etc.  Are you scheduling time 

to sit with God and pray?  I want to encourage you to schedule a time with God every day.  Jesus got 

up and spent time in prayer before the sun came up.  Surely, we can schedule some time to pray - with 

our cup of coffee, after lunch, in the evening, whenever you can put it in your schedule.  Why not, put 

a reminder on your phone, calendar refrigerator, desk to pray every day at a specific time.  Separate 

yourself from everything and spend time thanking God for your blessings, praying for the people on 

our prayer list, praying for your family, just spend time with your Heavenly Father.  I hope you will 

join me in this challenge for the month of April, and I pray it is the beginning of a lifetime dedicated to 

prayer for all of us.     

Your Sister in Christ,   

Cheryl 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
Worship, 8:00am 

Donut Sunday, 
9:15am 

Worship, 
10:00am 

 

HE IS RISEN! 

 

Men’s Frat., 
6:15am 

sHebrews, 
7:15am 

 
 

 

Men’s Frat., 
6:15am 

Staff, 11:30am 
 

 

 

Men’s Frat., 
6:15am 

 
Choir, 6:30pm 
Praise Band, 

7:30pm 
 

 

Men’s Frat. 
,6:15am 

Sr. High Youth 
Group, 
7:30pm  

 
 
 
 

 

Men’s Frat., 
6:15am 

 
OFFICE 
CLOSED 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

Sunday school, 
9:00am 

Worship, 
10:00am 

 

Men’s Frat., 
6:15am 

sHebrews, 
7:15am 

Youth Team 
Meeting, 6:00pm 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Men’s Frat., 
6:15am 

Staff, 11:30am 
 

Elder’s Meeting, 
6:00pm 

 

Men’s Frat., 
6:15am 

 
Choir, 6:30pm 
Praise Band, 

7:30pm 

 

Men’s Frat., 
6:15am 

 

Sr. High Youth 
Group, 
7:30pm 

 

Men’s Frat., 
6:15am 

 
OFFICE 
CLOSED 

 
 

 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

Sunday school, 
9:00am 

Worship, 
10:00am 

 

Men’s Frat., 
6:15am 

SHebrews, 
7:15am     

Deaconess, 
6:15pm 

Deacons, 6:30pm 
Church board, 

7:00pm  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Men’s Frat., 
6:15am 

Staff, 11:30am 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Men’s Frat., 
6:15am 

 
 

Choir, 6:30pm 
Praise Band, 

7:30pm 

 

Men’s Frat., 
6:15am 

 

Sr. High Youth 
Group, 
7:30pm 

 
 
 
 

 

Men’s Frat., 
6:15am 

 
OFFICE 
CLOSED 

 
 

 

 

22 
Sunday school, 

9:00am 
Worship, 
10:00am 

 
 

23 
Men’s Frat., 

6:15am 
sHebrews, 

7:15am 
 

 

24 
Men’s Frat., 

6:15am 
Staff, 11:30am 

 

25 
Men’s Frat., 

6:15am 
 

TNT 
 

Choir, 6:30pm 
Praise Band, 

7:30pm 

 

26 
Men’s Frat., 

6:15am 
 

Sr. High Youth 
Group, 
7:30pm 

27 
Men’s Frat., 

6:15am 
 

OFFICE  
CLOSED 

 

 

28 
 

                        29 
Sunday school, 

9:00am 
Worship, 
 10:00am 

                    30      
Men’s Frat., 

6:15am 
sHebrews, 

7:15am 

 

                   
 

    

 

BELIEVE CONFERENCE 

Small Groups begin the week of April 2nd.    See page 6 for times, locations and details. 


