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It’s hard to believe its December again and Christmas is just around the corner, but here we are.  The older I 

get the quicker time seems to slip away and the older I get the less I look forward to the first snowfall.  I used 

to have all the cold weather toys, snowmobile, skis, etc. but after having to work out in it for many years I 

really didn’t feel much like playing in it when I got home.  Don’t get me wrong, if you’re a snow lover that’s 

great.  I wouldn’t choose to live anywhere else. Ok, maybe Hawaii or the Caribbean doesn’t sound too bad 

right now, but I love the change of seasons and three feet of snow is kind of beautiful sitting by the fireplace 

looking out my living room window.  One thing I never tire of this time of year is the celebration of the birth 

of our Savior Jesus Christ. 

 

December and Christmas season have always been recognized as a time of giving.  As in years past, the elders 

have designated a different charitable organization to receive the loose offering each Sunday in December.  

This year’s recipients are as follows: 

 

† December 3
rd
:      The Salvation Army 

    The Salvation Army, an international movement, is an evangelical part of the   

    universal church.  Its message is based on the Bible.  Its ministry is motivated  

by the love of God.  Its mission is to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ and to 

meet human needs in His name without discrimination. 

† December 10
th
:     His Place 

    His Place’s mission is to enrich the lives of children, teens, families, and the  

    homeless in the north side of Pittsburgh through programs based on Biblical  

     principles designed to meet their physical, economic, and spiritual needs. 

† December 17
th
:     FCC Backpack Ministry 

This ministry provides food to students who may not have a meal from the end 

of the school day on Friday to the beginning of the school week on Monday.  

† December 24
th
 AM:  Somerset County Mobile Food Bank 

The SCMFB is a free food distribution intended to bring fresh produce and 

other items to those in Somerset County who have a limited income and lack 

of or limited transportation. 

† December 24
th
 PM: Birthright of Somerset 

Their mission is to uphold at all times that any pregnant girl or woman has the 

right to whatever help she may need to carry her child to term and to foster 

respect for human life at all stages of development. 

† December 31
st
:  Next Day Ministries 

   Next Day Ministries is a non-profit, Christ centered, long term residential  

recovery program for individuals addicted to alcohol and drugs. 

 

These organizations rely mainly on donations from the public to carry out their missions and ministries. 

 

Acts: 20:35 says: In everything I showed you that by working hard in this manner you must help the weak 

and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that he himself said: “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” 

 

James 2:15-16 says: If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food and one of you says to 

them, “Go in peace, be warm and filled,” and yet you do not give them what is necessary for their body 

what good is that? 

 

As we come to our time of offering each Sunday in December, please keep in mind that all the loose offering 

goes to one of these organizations and the people they can touch with your financial help is amazing. 

 

Peace and Love to you and yours, from all the Elders at First Christian Church  

 

 

The Shepherd’s View        By Elders Chairman, Shane Lenhart 
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Loving People Where They Are  

GIFTED CAMPAIGN  
 

September marked a turning point for First Christian Church. The Leadership decided to 

release a new mission and vision statement for the church. The mission is Love God, Love 

Others, Make Disciples. Our vision statement is Loving People Where They Are which is 

our way of completing the mission. Since installing this mission and vision, we have seen 

God working here at FCC with decisions being made and new faces in the crowd.  

 

With Christmas upon us, the leadership of FCC wants to give you the chance to love people 

where they are. On December 10th during decision time each household will have the 

opportunity to take an envelope containing a $50 bill and a business card with a small 

message from the church. I’m sure we all know  

of a family or individual that could use this right now.  

There is also the opportunity for whoever ends up  

receiving this to share their gifted story via email at  

gifted@somersetfirstchristian.org or via the church  

Facebook page. I hope you all consider taking on this  

challenge to show the love of Christ. Please note these 

envelopes will only be issued on Dec. 10th if you miss  

this Sunday and want to participate you must see Pastor Chase.  

 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
 

This year the Christmas Eve candlelight service will look a little different. We have 

combined the Choir Cantata and Candlelight service. On Christmas Eve night at 9:00pm 

you will have the pleasure in witnessing the Choir, a Bell special, Nativity reenactment, and 

Service of the Lights.  We want to encourage all to attend this service. We are helping you 

with that by giving each person two invites to the Christmas Eve Candlelight service. These 

invites will be found in your bulletin on Sunday. December 10th.  
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The Men’s Fraternity meets Monday – 
Friday from 6:15 – 6:35am (except 
holidays) in the Golden Achiever’s 

classroom.  All men are welcome for a 
time of Bible study and fellowship. 

 

Meets every Monday morning at 7:15am 

 (except holidays).  Start your week out 
with Bible study and fellowship in the 

Golden Achiever’s classroom. 

 

The Men’s and Women’s Life Groups 
meets every other Saturday morning 
(they are on break until January 6th)  

at 8:00am. 
 

The Women meet in the café. 

The Men meet in fellowship hall. 
 

All are welcome for Bible study. 

 

New Adult Sunday school classes begin 

 December 10th.  Choose from: 

 The Life of Christ Class 

Faith in Action Class 

Men’s Class 

Women’s Class 

Classes start at 9:00am.   
 

 

 

 

Women’s Retreat 

January 26– 28th 

Camp Christian 

Registration begins at 7:00pm Friday 

Retreat ends at 11:00am Sunday 

  

Cost is $100 per person 

(Includes meals, lodging, session 

materials and surprises) 

  

Sign up at the information station  

and make your payments  

by January 7th. 

Scholarships are available.   

See Denise Ferris and Anne Onstead  

for more information. 
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By Andrew Veltri, Student Minister 

Winter Events for Thrive 

 
 

 
 

If you are a student in grades 

6 to 12, we have some 

special events at First 

Christian Church specifically 

for you! First, for our Senior 

High students, we will be 

having an outreach event 

where we shop for local 

children in need and surprise 

them with presents for this 

Christmas. In addition, we 

will be having a fun 

Christmas party together 

during youth group on 

December 21st with games, 

food, and a white elephant 

gift exchange. We are also 

planning other social events 

such as sledding and/or ice 

skating during the winter 

season, so be watching for 

those as more 

announcements and 

information is shared.  

 
 

Christmas is not our only 

time for youth events. First 

for our Seniors in High 

School, Pastor Chase will be 

taking them and our college-

age students to the Passion 

Conference in Washington, 

D.C. from January 1st to the 

3rd (If your child is attending 

there will be a parent 

meeting on Thursday, 

December 14th at 7:00pm).  
 

 
 

In addition, one of our major 

events of the year will be 

occurring in February. From 

the 16th to the 18th of 

February, our Senior High 

Students will be attending the 

Carolina Christian Youth 

Conference in Winston-

Salem, North Carolina. This 

year’s theme is Beyond. 

CCYC describes this theme 

by stating, “The work that 

God can do in and through 

you is beyond measure. You 

are in the beginning of your 

story. If you allow God to 

work in your life, you will 

experience the most amazing 

relationship you will ever 

have.” Make sure to sign up 

for this awesome event 

where you will be able to 

experience God in a fresh 

way and build friendships at 

the same time. If you have 

any questions about CCYC, 

please contact Pastor 

Andrew, Children’s Director 

Tammy Schrock, or check 

out the website at 

theccyc.com.  

 

Passion 
Conference 

Parent Meeting 

Thursday, 

December 14th 

7:00pm 
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By Tammy Schrock, Children’s Director 
 

As Christmas approaches, I am reminded of a Christmas Eve a few years back when God used me to change the 
life of my neighbor.  Let me start from the beginning.  When I was younger growing up on the farm, I remember 
my parents helping our neighbors quite often, one of which was Si.  The only thing I really knew about the man 
was that he liked to hunt coon, he drank a lot, and he swore all the time.  He was just a scary old man to me.  
 

One summer, my sister-in-law, Lorraine,  and I walked about every evening down past Si’s house.  He would 
often yell things from his porch like, “Hey, I shoot every third person and two just walked by”, and then he 
would laugh.  Now, Lorraine and I would just look at each other a little unsure, but then smile and wave to him.  
Then one sunny day, I decided to buy flowers and some ground and I took my kids and some of the 
neighborhood kids and we planted some flowers for Si while he was away.  Some of the kids were confused by 
why we were doing this, as he was just a mean old man who wouldn’t give them any candy at Halloween, but 
they helped me anyway, as I promised them I would take them to the pond to swim when we were done.  
When we walked past his house the next time, he greeted us at the road.  He thanked us for the flowers.  You 
would have thought we had given him a million dollars.  He was so happy with those flowers.  He watered them 
every day.   
 

Fall and winter came and we really didn’t see much of Si.  I kept having a feeling, which of course I can look 
back on and know it was the Holy Spirit, telling me to talk to Si.  I kept putting this off, as I was to afraid to talk 
to him.  I couldn’t imagine what he would say or do if I tried to talk to him about God.  Then finally on 
Christmas Eve I listened.  I wrapped a bible that I had highlighted certain passages in and I took Levi with me 
(thinking surely he wouldn’t shoot me in front of my kid with the gun we all knew he kept at the front door) 
and we went to Si’s house.  I knew he was home, however, he didn’t hear us knock on the door as the TV was 
turned up very loud, so we left the bible between his doors and left.  I didn’t think much more about it after 
that until one spring day when Lorraine called me and said I had to go down and see Si as he was facing a 
quadruple bypass and wanted to see me. So, off I went.   
 

When I got there, I encountered a completely different person.  His first words to me were, “There’s my 
guardian angel”.  From that point on Si and I became very good friends who talked about Jesus almost every 
time we were together.  Si was able to mend relationships that had been broken with family members.  I saw 
grown men come to tears when hearing Si tell how his life had changed that Christmas Eve when he had been 
looking for his bible that he got out once a year on Christmas Eve and he couldn’t find it.  He thought he had 
heard something at the door and when he saw the present and opened it, it truly changed his life.  The bible 
that had God’s plan for man in it and guided him through key scripture.   

Si was a very sick man when we became friends.  He had colon cancer and was facing a quadruple bypass.  Si 
told every nurse, every doctor, well basically everyone he came into contact with about that Christmas Eve.  
Now he was still a little rough around the edges so to speak, but what an amazing transformation.  I am so 
blessed to have been used by God in this amazing true life story. 
 

Si eventually lost his battle to cancer, but I know I will see him again some day.  
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                            By David Rosales from Crosswalk.com 

 

"Then the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all 

people. For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord" (Luke 2:9-10). 
 

Up until the time of Christ's birth, there had been 400 years of silence from God. The book of Malachi records the 

last communication with God for the Jewish nation. But the Lord had not forgotten about His people. And, just at 

the right time, He communicates with the world once again about the birth of Jesus Christ. 
 

Luke 2:8-9 says, "Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping watch over their 

flock by night. And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 

and they were greatly afraid." 
 

Imagine for a moment these shepherds. They are busy doing their work and suddenly an angel appears before 

them and they tremble in fear. Undoubtedly, they knew of the many stories of God's dealing with the nation of 

Israel. But now, suddenly, the stories are coming alive to them as they witness themselves the glory of the angel 

of the Lord. 
 

The angel calms their fear and tells them the joyous news - the Savior, Jesus Christ, has been born! 
 

After 400 years of silence, God bursts onto the scene of the history of mankind with a glorious announcement - 

that He has brought forth the Savior, His very own Son, Jesus Christ. 
 

The Gospel brings great joy because it brings salvation from sin and reconciliation with God! What can compare to 

that news? Because of the birth of Jesus Christ, we are able to know God. We don't have to sit through 400 years 

of silence from God. We can have daily communion with our Creator - we can live in His presence - we can be 

assured of eternal life -- because of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 

Notice the angel said that he brings good tidings for ALL people. No one is beyond the reach of the Lord. Jesus 

came to rescue all people - the Gospel is a message for everyone, no matter what kind of life one has led, it's 

never too late to embrace the Savior! Jesus came to deliver us back home to our Father safely! 
 

The message of Christmas is so glorious that Luke 2:13-14 says, "And suddenly there was with the angel a 

multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying: ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth, peace, 

goodwill toward men!'" 
 

How did the shepherds respond to this news? The Bible tells us, "So it was, when the angels had gone away from 

them into heaven, that the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us now go to Bethlehem and see this thing that 

has come to pass, which the Lord has made known to us. And they came with haste and found Mary and Joseph, 

and the Babe lying in a manger" (Luke 2:15-16). 
 

In a day and age that wants to remove Christ from Christmas, God brings the same message to you today that He 

brought to the shepherds over 2,000 years ago. How will you respond to the birth of the Savior? Will you also 

make haste and embrace the Gospel message, or will you ignore the joyous message of Christmas? 

 
 

 

http://www.crosswalk.com/who-is-jesus/Christ-birth/
http://biblestudytools.com/bible-stories/birth-of-jesus.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/
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WINTER CANCELLATION 

POLICY 

If Somerset School is 

cancelled, closed or 

dismissed early because 

of weather, all evening 

activities at FCC are also 

cancelled. 

THIS DOES NOT AFFECT 

SUNDAY SERVICES. 
 

 

 
 
 

All Church Christmas 

Caroling December 16th 

& 23rd.  Meet at FCC 

at 6:30pm.  Sign up to 

participate at the 

information station. 

 

 

December 25
th
 & January 1st 

And don’t forget:  

the office is closed every 

Friday. 

 
 

Play practice 

Dec. 13th & 20th at 6:30pm. 

 
 

 
 

January 7th hosted by  

Bill & Tammie Gerhart 

at 8:30am in fellowship hall. 

 
→ Go to 

www.somersetfirstchristian.org 

→ Click the ONLINE GIVING 

button 

→ Enter the amount you would 

like to give 

→ Enter the frequency you would 

like to give (one time, weekly, 

etc.) 

→ Enter the date your giving is to 

be withdrawn from your 

checking or savings account. 

→ Click continue and set up your 

online giving information. 

→ Please have the funds 

deducted from your checking 

or savings account. Credit & 

Debit card fees are high. 

Christmas with TNT 

Somerset Country Club, 

December 20
th
 at 11:00am. 

Cost is $10.95 per person  

+ tax and gratuity 

 ($5 paid by FCC) 

Sign up at the info.  

station to attend. 

  

December 18
th
 

Deaconesses, 6:15pm 

Deacons, 6:30pm 

Church Board, 7:00pm 

 

 

 

The KickStart  

program ends on  

December 21st. 

 
9:00pm 
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Sunday School  
     Nursery:  

12/3 Keith & Pam Hauger 

12/10 Cheryl Clementi & Molly Meekins 

12/17 Karen Costea & Mary Gerhard 

12/24 To Be Determined 

THERE IS NO NURSERY THE EVENING 

OF DECEMBER 24TH 

12/31 Ann King & Megan Hill 

     Beginners: 

 12/3 Ramona & Karl Sherbine 

 12/10 Helen & Tim Thompson 

 12/17 Nancy & Bob Spochart 

 12/24 Tammie & Bill Gerhart 

12/31 Deb & Dave Barndt 

     Grades 2-5:  

 12/3 Denise & Dave Ferris 

 12/10 Doug & Joni Thomas 

 12/17 Jill & Alyssa Buck 

 12/24 Chris Mowry & Stan King 

 12/31 Chase Hill & Anna Meyers 

Worship Service 
     Nursery 1:  

12/3 Jeremy & Melissa Wilson 

12/10 Dylan & Karamie Johnson 

12/17 Melissa Shaulis & Ann King 

12/24 Delores Shaulis & Beth Benedict 

12/31 Kevin & Tara Miller 

     Tiny Tots Nursery: Teacher: Teckla Miller 

12/3 Jody Stickle 

12/10 Georgianne Blazin 

12/17 Sue Slope 

12/24 Barb Kleinert 

12/31 Heather Miller 

     Wee Worship: 

12/3 Sue & Hannah Slope 

12/10 Molly Meekins & Cheryl Clementi 

12/17 Mary & Steve Gerhard 

12/24 Tracey & Roger Baer 

12/31 Becky Knopsnider & Tammy Schrock 

     Junior Church: 

12/3 Megan Hill & Chelsey Meekins 

12/10 Christy Hay & Erin Baker 

12/17 Rick Marker & Tim Baker 

12/24 Tammy Minnick & Mark Meekins 

12/31 Tammy Schrock & Tanner Barron 

 

 

Meditation Volunteers 
12/3 Rick Marker 

12/10 Mike Costea 

12/17 Tammy Minnick 

12/24 Andrew Veltri 

12/31 Denise Ferris 

AV Volunteers 
 Andrew Veltri & Zach Baker  
Communion Prep. Volunteers 

12/3 Mary Ann Riggs 

 12/10 Tammie Gerhart 

12/17 Christy Hay 

12/24 Arlene DeArmitt (morning) 

12/24 Rita Fisher (evening) 

12/31 Denise Ferris 

Information Station Hosts 
Tim & Helen Thompson 

Greeters 
 Tammy & Tom Minnick, Bobbi King 

  12/24  Ann King & Megan Hill (evening) 

Visitation   
 East   West 
12/3 Dave & Denise Ferris Jim Moon 
12/10 Shane Lenhart  Mark & Molly Meekins 

12/17 Terry & Rita Fisher Rick Marker 

12/24 Visitation done during the week by Pastors 

12/31 John & Tammy Schrock Dave & Denise Ferris 

Serving at the Table 
 Offering  Communion 
12/3 Bob Stutzman  Shane Lenhart 
12/10 Matt Rouch  Bob Stutzman 

12/17 Dave Ferris  Matt Rouch 

12/24 Mike Costea  Dave Ferris 

12/31 John Schrock  Mike Costea 

 

 

 

 

 

 



10 
 

  

Member News 
  Called Home 

Linda Beal on November 8
th
. 

 

Baptized into Christ 
 Monica Knepper on November 5

th
 

 Paige Delia on November 5
th
 

 Tori Delia on November 5
th
 

 
Eve Shaulis on November 12

th 

 

Placed Membership 
 Mark & Molly Meekins on December 3

rd
. 

 

Sanctuary Flowers 
12/3 A birthday remembrance for my  

beloved sister Tamie Lee Frank by 

Mary Beth Seybold. 

12/10 No flowers placed.  To place a vase,  

contact the church office at 814-445-

8112.  Cost is $16 per vase. 

12/17 In memory of Mildred Walker’s  

birthday by her family. 

12/24 In memory of our son Kyle Weber. 

12/31 In memory of Ruby Hay’s birthday by  

her family. 

Beginning January 1, 2018 

The cost for a vase of flowers  

will increase to $20 each. 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Chase Hill    chase@somersetfirstchristian.org 

Andrew Veltri    andrew@somersetfirstchristian.org 

Tammy Schrock  tammy@somersetfirstchristian.org 

Elders      elders@somersetfirstchristian.org 

Office      fccsomerset@comcast.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The staff and church leadership would like to 
take this time to wish everyone a very  

Merry Christmas and a Happy and 
healthy New Year.  May God’s love 

abound in your lives and may you seek Him 
in all you do today, tomorrow, and forever. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

If you would like to donate to the Backpack 
program, you can drop it in a pew envelope 

and place it in the offering plate.  Please 
mark “BACKPACK” on your check and/or 

the envelope so we can credit your tax 
statement properly and see the funds are 

placed in the Backpack account.  Currently 
39 of 43 students have been sponsored. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Choose from: 

Chicken Noodle, Beef Vegetable  

or Ham & Bean 

Sign up to volunteer or donate food items, 

Help is needed January 10th, 12th & 13th. 

Stop by the information station to  

volunteer or to donate food items. 

 Pre-orders available. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:chase@somersetfirstchristian.org
mailto:andrew@somersetfirstchristian.org
mailto:tammy@somersetfirstchristian.org
mailto:elders@somersetfirstchristian.org
mailto:fccsomerset@comcast.net
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

† Men’s Frat. meets every Mon. – Fri. at 6:15am. 

 
†  

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

  1 
OFFICE 
CLOSED 

 

2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
† Donut Sunday, 

8:30am 
† Sunday school, 

9:00am 
† Worship, 

10:00am 
† Congregational 

meeting after 
service 
 

† sHebrews, 
7:15am 
 

† Staff, noon 
 

 

 

 
† Youth Team 

Meet. 
6:00pm 

 

 

† Bells, 5:30pm 
† Prayer Team 

Meeting, 
6:00pm 

† Choir, 6:30pm 
† Praise Band, 

7:30pm 
 
 

 

 
† KickStart & 

Jr. High 
6 – 7:00pm 

† Sr. High 
Youth Group, 
7:30pm 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

OFFICE 
CLOSED 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

† Men’s & 
Women’s Life 
Groups, 
8:00am at FCC 

† Red Kettle at 
Walmart 

 
 

 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

† Sunday school, 
9:00am 

† Worship, 
10:00am 

 

† sHebrews, 
7:15am 
 

† Staff, noon 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
† Elder’s 

Meeting, 
6:00pm 

 

 

† Bells, 5:30pm 
† Choir, 6:30pm 
† Play Practice, 

6:30pm 
† Praise Band, 

7:30pm 

 

† KickStart & 
Jr. High  
6 – 7:00pm 

† Parent 
Meeting, 
7:00pm 

† Sr. High 
7:30pm 

 

 
OFFICE 
CLOSED 

 

 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

† Sunday school, 
9:00am 

† Worship, 
10:00am 
 

† sHebrews, 
7:15am 

† Staff, noon 
† Deaconesses 
    6:15pm 
† Deacons, 

6:30pm 
† Church 

Board, 
7:00pm 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

† TNT, 11:00am, 
Som. Country 
Club 
 

† Bells, 5:30pm 
† Choir, 6:30pm 
† Play Practice, 

6:30pm 
† Praise Band, 

7:30pm 

 

 
 
 

† KickStart & 
Jr. High  
6 – 7:00pm 

† Sr. High 
Christmas 
Party, 
7:30pm 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

OFFICE 
CLOSED 

 

 

 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
† Sunday school, 

9:00am 
† Worship 10:00am  
† Candlelight 

Service 

 

OFFICE 
CLOSED 

 

  
† Bells, 5:30pm 
† Choir, 6:30pm 
† Praise Band, 

7:30pm 
 

 
 

No evening 
activities 

 

 
OFFICE 
CLOSED 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

31 Jan. 1      
† Sunday school, 

9:00am 
† Worship 10:00am  
 

 
OFFICE 
CLOSED 

 

    
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 


