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     In thinking about the upcoming season and Resurrection Day, reflect 

on what John Piper says in his book, “Don’t Waste Your Life”. 

 

If We Reject Him, We Reject God 

     Jesus is the litmus test of reality for all persons and all religions.  He 

said it clearly: “The one who rejects me rejects him who sent me” (Luke 

10:16).  People and religions who reject Christ reject God.  Do other 

religions know the true God?  Here is the test: Do they reject Jesus as 

the only Savior for sinners who was crucified and raised by God from 

the dead?  If they do, they do not know God in a saving way. 

     That is what Jesus meant when He said, “I am the way, the truth, 

and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through me” (John 

14:6).  Or when He said, “Whoever does not honor the Son does not 

honor the Father who sent him” (John 8:42). 

     It’s what the apostle John meant when he said, “No one who denies the Son has the Father.  Whoever 

confesses the Son has the Father also” (1 John 2:23). Or when he said, “Everyone who . . . does not abide in 

the teaching of Christ, does not have God” (2 John 9). 

     There is no point in romanticizing other religions that reject the deity and saving work of Christ.  They 

do not know God, and those who follow them tragically waste their lives. 

     If we would see and savor the glory of God, we must see and savor Christ.  Christ is “the image of the 

invisible God” (Colossians 1:15).  To put it another way, if we would embrace the glory of God, we must 

embrace the Gospel of Christ.  The reason for this is not only because we are sinners and need a Savior to 

die for us, but also because the Savior is Himself the fullest and most beautiful manifestation of the glory of 

God.  He purchases our undeserved and everlasting pleasure, and He becomes for us our all-deserving, 

everlasting Treasure. 

 

The Gospel Is the Good News of the Glory of Christ 

     This is how the Gospel is defined.  When we are converted through faith in Christ, what we see with the 

eyes of our hearts is “the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image God” (2 Corinthians 

4:4).  The Gospel is the good news of all-conquering beauty.  Or to say it the way Paul does, it’s the good 

news of “the glory of Christ.”  When we embrace Christ, we embrace God.  We see and savor God’s glory.  

There is no savoring of God’s glory if we don’t see it in Christ.  This is the only window through which a 

sinner may see the face of God and not be incinerated. 

     The Bible says that when God illuminates our heart at conversion, he gives “the light of the knowledge 

of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ” (2 Corinthians 4:6).  Either we see the glory of God in the 

“face of Jesus Christ,” or we don’t see it at all.  And the “face of Christ” is the beauty of Christ reaching its 

climax in the cross.  The bloody face of Christ crucified (and triumphant!) is the countenance of the glory of 

God.  What was once foolishness to us becomes our wisdom and our power and our boast (1 Corinthians 

1:18, 24). 

     Life is wasted if we do not grasp the glory of the cross, cherish it for the treasure that it is, and cleave to 

it as the highest price of every pleasure and the deepest comfort in every pain. 
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Unless you have been living under a rock or are engaged in a total news media fast (not a bad idea) you have 
probably watched or read about the conflict between President Trump and the news media. It seems as though 
everyone is throwing around accusations of #fakenews. The media and the American populace are divided into 
camps: left versus right, Republican versus Democrat, us versus them. Any news or fact that supports them is 
automatically suspect and dismissed as fake, while anything that supports us is welcomed as truth. Truth, like 
beauty, is now in the eye of the beholder. 

 

At the end of 2016, the Oxford Dictionary announced its word of the year: “post-truth.” Oxford defines post-
truth as “relating to or denoting circumstances in which objective facts are less influential in shaping public 
opinion than appeals to emotion and personal belief.” In other words, facts and truth do not matter anymore. 
What matters is whatever I feel or believe to be true. Does immigration help or hurt the economy? Let me 
cherry-pick the data to support my opinion. Climate change? Tax policy? Gun control? Do not bore me with the 
raw data, stoke my fears and ego by telling me what I want to hear. 

 

As Christians living in America, we are not immune to the tidal waves of politics and culture. We easily find 
ourselves swept along with everyone else. We like comments on Facebook that support our ideas. We share 
links to stories on Twitter that back up our views. We post on Instagram political memes that cut down our 
opponents and build up our side. (If you do not know what memes are, think of bumper stickers for the 
internet.)  

 

As easy as it is to get swept along in all this, as followers of Christ, we must always seek out truth. Our faith is not 
grounded in opinion, but in fact. The fact that Jesus died, was buried, and three days later rose again. We do not 
say this figuratively. We do not speak of the resurrection metaphorically. Rather, we plant our flag on the idea 
that this really happened in history. It is truth, absolute and objective, not #fakenews. 

 

We undermine our witness when we fall prey to regurgitating political lies as though they were truth. We lose 
credibility when we defend a politician or political party’s distortions of the truth. As Christians, we should be like 
an umpire faithfully calling balls and strikes no matter who is up to bat.  

 

Above all, we should stand beyond the us versus them pettiness of politics and the culture wars. Jesus models for 
us love for others, even those who persecute us or act as our enemies. Remember it was Jesus who washed the 
feet of Judas Iscariot and Simon Peter. One would betray Him and the other would deny Him, yet He loved them 
both. Let us walk in His footsteps and show the world a better way. 
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A Deeper Look 

As a deer pants for flowing streams, so pants my soul for you, O God. My soul thirsts for God, for the living 

God. When shall I come and appear before God? (Psalm 42:1-2)  

 

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. (Matthew 5:6) 

 

 Many of us have heard that Psalm before. But the problem is we have Christianized the verse, and we 

instead picture Bambi calmly drinking out of a quiet stream. That’s not the picture David was trying to paint. 

He was trying to paint a picture of an animal desperately crawling through the desert looking for water so 

that it could survive. Jesus is referring to the same kind of hunger and thirst. It’s a desperate, if I don’t get 

this I will die, kind of craving for God. 
 

 There’s another piece to our hunger and thirst right? Because even after you eat, drink, and are fully 

satisfied, you will be hungry again. You aren’t satisfied for the rest of your life after one meal or one glass of 

water. You need to keep eating. You need to keep drinking. That is the way we are called to hunger and 

thirst. It doesn’t end, and it cannot be satisfied with one taste. 
 

 So, what are we supposed to hunger and thirst for? Righteousness. The righteousness Jesus is talking 

about in Matthew 5 is not the righteousness that comes from God that declares us righteous in His sight for 

salvation.  Here He is talking about having moral behavior and right motives. Righteousness is doing what is 

right, don’t miss this, as defined by God and with the right motives. 
 

 Simply put, Jesus is asking if we desire the right things with  

the right heart. Jesus is saying blessed are those that are so  

desperate to do the Will of God that it’s the only thing of  

importance in their life.  
 

 We try on our own all the time to satisfy ourselves. But the  

problem is when we do that it fills us up temporarily only to let us  

down. When we direct our thirst to God, we will be filled and  

satisfied. That’s when we will have the good life. Not an easy life. 

But the good life full of peace and joy regardless of our  

circumstances. 
 

 When our hunger and thirst is satisfied by Jesus it doesn’t 

 matter what happens in our life. The well that we are tapped into 

 will never run dry. When our lives are centered around doing  

what is righteous, as defined by God, we will be satisfied. We will  

have peace. We will have joy. We will be content. That’s the good  

life. 

 

Side Note 
Have you been looking for 
the opportunity to put your 
faith into action? Well here 
is an opportunity for you. 
On July 30th of this year I’ll 
be leading a team of adults 
and teens on a mission trip 
to Show Low Arizona. The 
sign-up deadline for this is 
3/19/2017. There will also be 
an additional informational 
meeting on 3/12/2017. If you 
have any questions, please 
feel free to find me and ask.  
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It is so important to start our children off with that strong foundation of 
Christian faith.  I believe we have the resources available here at First Christian 
Church to do just that, but we need your help.  Not just parents and 
grandparents, but everyone in our church family.  It is our responsibility to 
help raise these children. Not all of these children come from a Christian home 
where they are taught about Jesus, some of them only get to see Jesus when 
they walk through our doors.  Let us all show them what Jesus truly looks like and how much he loves them.  
Thank you for all your support and please continue to pray for all the children and their families and the many 
volunteers. 
 

So, I thought I’d let you know what the children of First Christian Church have been up to and are looking 
forward to in the next few months.  Since my last article, the children and adults that attend Family Gathering 
on Thursday evenings did an impromptu play called, ’Twas the Light Before Christmas.  This was so much fun. 
Everyone got to make crafts and sing and tell the story of Jesus’ birth in a fun way that everyone could enjoy.  
Family Gathering has continued Thursday evenings with dinner followed by adult bible study, Kickstart for 4-
year-olds through 5th grade, and Jr. High youth group.  There is also nursery available for the young children.  If 
you haven’t attended yet, please come check it out and join us for this wonderful fellowship time.   
 

In the nursery, we have completed the new room which will have the 2 and 3-year-olds in it.  First, I want to 
thank all the men who helped with this room.  None of this would be possible without the men who 
volunteered their time and talents to get this room built.  We have three wonderful women, Denise Grove, 
Kathy Mowry, and Teckla Miller, who are sharing their love for Jesus and kids by teaching 2 months at a time in 
this room during the worship service.  They have different assistants each week to help them out.  We have had 
a few weeks in now and the kids are absolutely loving it!  They have a bible lesson, game, crafts, and, of course, 
snacks.  The “old” nursery is now set up for newborns through 23 months.  We have 2 volunteers in this room 
each week.  It is now a much calmer area where babies can be in the swing, cradled in a volunteer’s arms as 
they rock in one of the rocking chairs, or safely on the floor to play with toys just for their ages.  There is a 
speaker in this room also that the volunteers can hear the church service.  
 

Now something that is coming up that I am really excited about, is SuperStart!  This is a CIY (Christ In Youth) 
conference held in Cincinnati, Ohio for grades 4 through 6.  We attended this last year with a few students and 
it was a great experience for both kids and adults.  I am hoping to take even more students this year.  
Throughout this event preteens will encounter Christ through worship, interactive teaching and small groups – 
all of which are designed with their unique needs and maturity in mind.  Preteens who attend SuperStart! will 
leave the weekend with not only a great experience, but also the teachings and foundation to further amplify 
Christ’s call on their lives to become Kingdom Workers.  This is a great opportunity for kids to fellowship with 
lots of kids their own age and to build on their relationships, as these relationships with each other are 
extremely important as they go through school and life together. 
 

Also, something that will be here before we know it is our Vacation Bible School.  This year’s theme is Maker 
Fun Factory, Created by God, Built for a Purpose – A world where curious kids become hands-on inventors who 
discover they’re lovingly crafted by God.  You will hear much more about this as the time grows closer. 

Start children off on the 
way they should go, and 
even when they are old 

they will not turn from it.  
Proverbs 22:6 
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Men’s Fraternity meets Monday–Friday 6:15am at the church for a time of Bible study.  Get a 

fresh start to your weekday by studying God’s Word.   

 

sHebrews meet Monday mornings at 7:15am at FCC.  All women are welcome to join them.  

Start your week out with devotion, prayer, and fellowship.   

 

Men’s Life Group meets for Bible Study and fellowship on Mar. 4
th 

& 18
th
, Apr. 1

st
, 15

th
 & 29th, 

May 13
th
 & 27th at 8:00am in the fellowship hall.  All men are welcome.                     

 

Women’s Life Group meets for a lively Bible Study and fellowship on Mar. 4
th 

& 18
th
, Apr. 1

st
, 

15
th
 & 29th, May 13

th
 & 27th at 8:00am in the FCC Café.  All women are welcome.  

 

TNT meets the third Wednesday of every month at 11:00am at Kings. Bring your sense of humor, 

Christian heart and welcoming personality and join them for a time of devotion, sharing, and a 

warm meal (Dutch treat).  Everyone is welcome to attend; no RSVP is needed.   

 

Good Friday Passion Play Practice takes place Tuesday evenings from 6:00 – 8:00pm except 

for March 14
th
 and April 11

th
. 

 

Church Board Meetings Mar. 20
th
, Apr. 17

th
, May 15

th
.  Deaconesses meet at 6:15pm, Deacons 

meet at 6:30pm, Church Board meets at 7:00pm and the Elders Prayer meeting takes place 

immediately after the board meeting. 

 

Flower Openings in the Sanctuary We have numerous dates where we have no flowers 

ordered for the church sanctuary.  If you would like to order flowers: In honor of a special 

occasion (birthday, anniversary, etc.), In memory of someone, For the Glory of God, or to give 

praise and honor to Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior, stop by the flower chart which is located on 

the bulletin board at the Court Avenue entrance, place your order and drop your payment ($16 

per vase) in the offering plate in one of the envelopes provided in your pew.  Please note on your 

envelope and make checks payable to FCC Flower Fund.  Current dates available are: Apr. 2
nd

, 

Apr. 9
th
, Apr. 16

th
, Apr. 23

rd
, May 14

th
, May 21

st
.  Remember, you are welcome to take the flowers 

home with you after service and if you have any questions, please see Cheryl Clementi or Deb 

Barndt. 

 

Nominating Committee Nominations for Elder, Deacon and Deaconess are now underway. If 

you would like to nominate someone for one of those leadership positions, please pray about your 

nomination, submit it in writing & signed to one of the nominating committee members (Jim 

Moon, Sam Draper, Roger Baer, or Tammy Minnick by March 19
th
. When considering someone for 

nomination please reflect on the following scriptures:   

 For elders 1 Timothy 3:1-7, Titus 1:6-9  

 For deacons 1 Timothy 3:8-10, 12-13 

 For deaconesses 1 Timothy 3:11, Titus 2:3-5 
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Live Like You Were Dying Bible Study starting on March 20th, there will be a small group 

meeting at Matt and Sarah Rouch's, 341 Oak Hill Dr., Friedens. The group will meet on Monday 

evenings at 6:00 PM.  The study lasts four weeks. All are welcome and FREE CHILDCARE is available 

each week!  The group will enjoy an hour of study, including a brief DVD, Scripture, and discussion. 

This will be followed by refreshments and time to visit and hang out.  If you have questions, see Matt 

or Sarah Rouch. 

 

Adult Night Out - Murder Mystery Night: ‘Till Death Do Us Part” Friday, March 17
th
 from 

6:30 – 8:45pm.  Sign up to attend at the information station and please note if you are willing to 

participate in the mystery and whether you will bring a salad, starch or dessert.  Questions see Pastor 

Chase. 

 

Oil Change Ministry provides $5 oil changes for single women and single moms, widows, widowers 

and anyone age 60 or older.  The next opportunity for the Oil Change Ministry is April 4
th
 beginning at 

6:00pm at 141 Doe Ln., Somerset.  If you would like to participate in the program, please fill out an Oil 

Change form at the information station and drop it in the offering plate by Sunday, March 26
th
.  You 

will be contacted by the volunteers with a time to bring your car for the oil change on April 4
th
.  

  

Women’s Simulcast Event Sat., April 22
nd

 from 9:00am – 4:30pm at the Somerset Alliance Church.  

Cost is $10 which includes lunch.  Deadline to register is April 16
th
.  Simulcast speaker is Priscilla Shirer 

(from War Room).  To register, sign up at the information station or register at: 

www.somersetalliance.org/womens-simulcast. 

 

 
    Turn your clocks ahead  

      1 hour the evening of 

                 March 11th. 

 
 

 

 

 
Palm Sunday Mini Cantata 

April 9
th
, 10:00am 

 

Good Friday Passion Play 

April 14
th
, 7:30pm 

 

Resurrection Sunday 

April 16
th
, 10:00am 

 

 

http://www.somersetalliance.org/womens-simulcast
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjkrbf5obLPAhUCYj4KHXQOArUQjRwIBw&url=http://longviewfumc.org/ministries/adults/&bvm=bv.134052249,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNFES1j6YrD117kWwyUk45xkZSYTpw&ust=1475159002871913
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Sunday  

†  Sunday School, 9:00am for all ages. 

†  Worship, 10:00am. 

†  Wee Worship for grades age 4-grade 1 during 

    service. 

†  Junior Church for grades 2-5 dismissed from  

    service during fellowship time. 

†  Junior & Senior High service takes place in 

    fellowship hall after fellowship time. 

Monday-Friday 

†  Men’s Fraternity, 6:15 - 6:35am. 

†  Rouch Community Group meets beginning March 

20
th
 at 6:00pm at 341 Oak Hill Drive, Friedens. 

 Monday 

†  sHebrews, 7:15am in the FCC Café. 

Tuesday 

†  Good Friday Play Practice March 6
th
 – April 4

th
  

   (except March 14
th
) from 6 – 7:30pm. 

Wednesday 

†  Bell Choir, 5:30pm. 

†  Berlin Community Group meets, 6:00pm. 

†  Senior Choir, 6:30pm. 

†  Praise Band, 6:30pm.  

Thursday 

†  Family Gatherings, dinner is at 6:00pm followed 

    by Community Groups and youth programming. 

†  Cramer Community Group meets, 130 W. Union 

    in Somerset, 6:00pm. 

†   Sr. High Youth Group, 7:30-9:00pm. 

 

Baby News 

 Jeremiah Aaron Rouch was born on November 
25th to Matt & Sarah Rouch.  He was welcomed 
home by his big brother Eli and grandparents 
Mike & Karen Costea and Luke & Deb Rouch.   

 Isaiah James Moon was born on January 2nd to 
Kara Moon.  Grandparents are Jim & Kathy 
Moon. 

Called Home to the Lord 
 Dorothy Pyle was called home to the Lord on 
     December 19, 2016. 

 Bill Palomba was called home to the Lord on 

     January 16, 2017. 

 Carl Snyder, brother of Joanne Painter was called 

     home to the Lord on February 11th. 

Welcome to Our Church 
 Jim & Kim Onder, who joined our church family 

on January 29th. 

Baptized into Christ 

 Blair Friedline on February 2nd. 
 Marian Thomas on February 19th. 
 Violet Hampe on February 19th. 

Engaged 
 Andrew Bassler is engaged to Macy Dyer. 
 Maddy Carey is engaged to T. J. Stanchfield. 

 
 

Blessings reports are now 
available in the weekly bulletin. 

All weekly serving schedules will be 

available in the weekly bulletin and 

copies of all schedules are available  

at the information station. 

 

 

Copies of birthdays and 

anniversaries are available for 

the entire year at the Sunday 

school bulletin board.  

Take a copy home today! 


