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He made the
moon to mark
the seasons;
the sun knows
it’s time for
setting.
Psalm 104:19

First Christian Church
139 E. Main St.
Somerset PA. 15501
814.445.8112
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Office hours:
Monday - Thursday 8:00am-4:00pm
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THE SHEPHERDS VIEW
Our vision at FCC is “Loving people where they are!” We carry out this vision every year with the
Mobile Ministry Program. This program runs from the beginning of June to the beginning of August
and takes place at Stonebridge Community in Boswell. The program has been up and running for
many years, with this previous summer marking another successful year.
Every week on Tuesday, the volunteers who help with this ministry meet at Stonebridge for an
evening of Bible stories, games, crafts, food, and Christian love. They take with them a trailer that is
like a magical box. When the trailer doors open. Endless supplies pour out. Tables and chairs are
set up to create a space for crafts and dinner, a tub of toys is set up, and the volunteers prepare to
greet the kids. As soon as they see us, the children come running to greet us with warm hugs and
greetings.
The theme for this year was superheroes! Roger and Tracey shared stories from a wonderful
program that Tammy found. The kids learned Bible stories that involved real life superheroes and
discussed how they could be heroes for others.
Thanks to an outreach called the Brown Bag Program, we are able to send the kids home with
some food for the week. This program is a spinoff of the Backpack Program which is implemented
during the school year. Rita and Jim pack 20 brown bags with healthy snacks, fresh fruit, breakfast
bars, and lots of love.
Playdough is used to hold conversations about family and about Jesus. During this time, the kids
joys and struggles all come to light. All of the adults help with this. You haven’t lived until you’ve
seen Terry and Dave make shapes out of playdough!
The kids and volunteers all come together to play dodgeball. It is serious business and not for
the weak. Cones come out, teams are formed, and shots are taken, The older kids love dodgeball,
but all are welcome to play. There are occasionally tears, but Chris, Roger, Shae, Jim and Karl keep
the fun going. The sounds of fun, team work, and competition are wonderful to hear.
It’s a delight to look out and see the moms helping with games. They know how much we love
the kids and look forward to seeing us as much as we do them. The kids giggle in delight as they
watch their parent’s hula hoop and jump rope. The children even bring visiting relatives with them
and go knock on doors if one of their friends doesn’t come.
For the last few years dinner has been a huge part of the evening. Fruit, pizza, mac ‘n cheese
and watermelon are a few of the things that were served. Chris even brought his gas grill a few
times, so he and Karl could grill burgers! Delores, Ramona, Tracey, Suzanne, and Denise all make
sure everyone gets served. Parents and grandparents usually join us for dinner and fellowship.
One of our friends there is Leo. He doesn’t have kids, but he makes sure the grass is cut and he’s
always there to fellowship.
We had a special craft project this summer. The kids painted joy rocks then took us around the
community, so we could put the rocks at the doors of houses. Parents joined us as we went door
to door, and it was an evening filled with love and fellowship.
When 8pm comes, it’s time to say goodbye. Families return home and the volunteers finish
packing up the trailer. The team then comes together to discuss the evening and make plans for
next week. Most importantly, this is the time we use to gather in prayer in order to give thanks for
the chance to love people where they are!

The Importance of Family
“If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored,
all rejoice together.” 1 Corinthians 12:26
I grew up knowing the importance of family. When something happened involving someone in the
family, the entire family would gather around them and do whatever needed to be done until things
were worked out. I come from a rather large family and have had many opportunities to see the family
gather together in times of need. One might say we have even gotten good at it. I have no doubt in
my mind that if I needed any member of my family all I would have to do is give them a call and they
would be there as soon as possible, day or night. It is a wonderful feeling to know that your family is
there if you need them.
On June 27th, most of my family was at the scene of Gunner’s accident. They were there to shield
Gunner with a towel from any more glass as the firefighters worked to remove the windshield and cut
off the door. They were there to assist paramedics as they got Gunner out of the car. They were there
to help comfort Emily as she was distraught with all that just happened. They were there to clean up
all the broken glass off of the road and tow the vehicles back to the farm after the ambulance, lifeflight, and firetrucks all left. My family is amazing.
But it was not just my family related by blood that were amazing throughout this whole ordeal. No, it
was my church family, my Christian family, that amazed me the most. There were many prayers and it
was very evident to me that they were not just any prayers, but fervent prayers for Gunner to get
better. There were so many people praying, literally all over the world. There were nurses joining
hands with family members and praying over Gunner. The first week while Gunner was in the ICU, a
statement made during a conversation that I had with a dear friend of mine just a week or so before
Gunner’s accident stuck with me and I just kept reminding myself of it - “God loves your child more
than you do”. I just kept telling myself that God loved Gunner more than I did. As a mother, that is
hard to imagine. God’s love is truly unfathomable to me. I simply cannot understand a love that is
greater than the love I have for my own children. I “know” this greater love exists! Indeed, it is the
basis for my faith and the reason for my hope. But submitting to it is a difficult prospect for us as
parents.
Gunner had suffered a brain injury, fractured pelvis, 3 fractured ribs, a collapsed lung, and a fractured
right arm. He spent 2 weeks in the hospital and then was transferred to Crichton Rehabilitation
Center. There we learned his Physical Therapist was a Christian and she prayed with him before he
had any tests done for good results. We later found out that she had received an e-mail through Tres
Dias (a Christian group) that had Gunner on their prayer chain, and she said at that point she knew he
was going to be okay because he literally had prayer warriors praying for him all over the world.
Gunner was released from Crichton on August 4th, just 5 1/2 weeks after his accident. He walked,
with only the help of a cane, up our front porch steps and into our house. Praise God! He has most of
his memory back, although he doesn’t remember anything about the day of the accident or anything
much except the last week at Crichton. I’m glad he doesn’t remember the accident and all the pain he
endured for the weeks afterwards. We will continue to remind him how his Christian family helped him
through this. Thank you to all our “family” who sent cards, texts, calls, food, money, visited, and
especially prayed. We cannot thank you enough. God bless our Christian family!
John & Tammy Schrock

THE PASTOR’S CORNER
Using Technology
Trying to be current with technology can be difficult. We all hate it when we get a notification that our
smart phone has a new update when you just installed one three weeks before. However, technology
can be a tool for the church, and we need to be using it. Over the past several months I have been
working on our online and social media presence. Right now, our website and Facebook page are two
places where you can learn about the news of the church or even be uplifted.
Here is what you can find on our website: www.somersetfistchristian.org
•
•
•
•
•
•

Weekly devotional thoughts
FCC news, such as the newsletter
The ability to tithe or give financially to the church
The ability to submit prayer requests straight to the church
The recorded weekly sermons
Information on our ministries

What our Facebook page is used for: https://www.facebook.com/firstchristiansomerset/#
•
•
•
•
•
•

Emergency Communication (i.e. church or programming being cancelled)
Encouraging quotes
Fun updates about what’s happening at FCC
Updates from mission trips
Updates from youth trips
An avenue for a generation of people who use social media to be able to connect and learn
about FCC.

The next area of technology we are working on is the ability to video record Sunday morning
messages.

Next Steps Class
This is a new core class that starts September 23rd. This class replaces the
old basic class. This class is a six-week class that focuses on taking the
next step at FCC. This class is ideal for any person that is new to FCC in
the past year. This class is also for anyone who has never been involved in
any of our classes before. Because this is a specialty class, there will only
be 16 open spots.
Here are things you can expect this class to cover:
• Background on FCC as a Church
• Community and why it is important
• What is my purpose as a church goer/Christian
• What does a deep relationship with God look like
• How do I show my faith on a church level
If you are interested in this class, please sign up. Be mindful that since space is limited, you should try
to attend at least 5 of the 6 Sundays.

FCC WOMEN

I have now served at FCC as Women’s Ministry Director for two
months. Time has flown by, and I am blown away at all the
different opportunities I have had to learn, grow and serve. God is
on the move but sometimes we forget to pick up our eyes and
look for Him.
As the weeks have passed the framework for FCC women has begun to come together. Below
you will see our mission and the focus verse as well as a schedule for upcoming events.
HAPPENINGS are opportunities for us to gather as women of the church to have fun, laugh
and to build memories together. Our launch event is Friday September 14th at Karl and
Ramona Sherbine’s. We will be having at outdoor movie night. The fun will begin at 7:00 pm
with the movie starting once it is dark enough. We will be watching My Big Fat Greek
Wedding. There will be a sign-up at the information station, so we can get an approximate
count. HAPPENINGS are great opportunities to reach out to other women in our community
or workplaces so invite your friends.
Also, please save the date for our annual women’s retreat, Friday January 25-27, 2019. This
year the focus will be the subject of going deeper with our prayer lives. Retreats are a great
chance to get away and have fun with other believers as well as hear from God and grow your
faith. Last year thirteen ladies attended the retreat and we are hoping to double that in 2019.
Keep a lookout for more information.
Lastly, coming in September is our women’s Sunday school class. We will be doing “The
Quest” by Beth Moore. This class with be a combination of video teaching and discussion. The
class will be led my Deb Kaufman and myself. Please sign up at the information station.
If you have any questions about our upcoming events or Sunday school please feel free to
come talk to me, call me, text me or email me. I look forward to talking to you. I am excited
about what God is doing here at FCC. Please jump in and give some of our events a try. Cell:
421-4725 Email: anne@somersetfirstchristian.org
Mission: Relationship! Building an authentic, personal relationship with God and an authentic
community of women.
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and
the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those
in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive from God. 2 Corinthians 1:3-4
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

2018 Happenings

2019 Happenings

Sept. 14th
Oct. 26th
Nov. 16th
Dec. 15th

Jan. 25-27
Feb. 22nd
Mar. 22nd
Apr. 26th
May 17th

Outdoor Movie Night, 7:00pm
Fall Fun
Class Reunion
Small Business Shopping Day

Retreat at Camp Christian
Passions & Pursuits
Game Night
Passions & Pursuits
Let’s Celebrate

FCC MISSIONS: GO!

FCC BACKPACK
PROGRAM

by Anne Onstead
Mission Opportunity:
His Place Pittsburgh
Saturday, September 29th
meet at the church at 7:15am.
One of the first activities that our family
participated in when we started to attend FCC was
a Saturday mission trip to His Place in Pittsburgh.
Since then we have returned to His Place, and
because of these trips, this place holds a special
place in my heart.
The Mission of His Place is to enrich the lives of
children, teens, families and the homeless in the
North Side of Pittsburgh through programs based
on Biblical principles, educational, economic, and
spiritual needs.
This ministry has served the North Side of
Pittsburgh for 40 incredible years. This month we
have the opportunity to serve for a day and help
them to continue to live out their mission.
We will be taking a team to help with a shutter
installation project as well as cleaning, organizing,
and outdoor projects. All ages and abilities are
welcome. There is always something for everyone
to do.

by Tammy Minnick
School has started and the first Back Pack delivery
to the Somerset Elementary Schools will be made
Thursday, Sept. 20, 2018. Some new things are
happening this school year. New shelving has
been built in our food packing/storage room.
Thank you to Mike Slope, Dan Miller, Tim Baker
and Jeff Hay for building the sturdy shelving. Just
in time for our first shipment of food from the
Pittsburgh Food Bank which comes on
Wednesday, August 29. Purchasing food from the
Pittsburgh Food Bank is also new.
We have received 5 sponsorships and two
donations for this school year. One donation is
from a local church’s VBS offering and the other
from a local bank. During the 2017-18 school
year, forty-nine students were served each week
with a bag of food. We also handed out brown
bags weekly, during the Mobile Ministry visits this
summer. During the 2017-18 school year, every
child was covered by a sponsorship. A big thank
you to all who supports this program.
————————————————————

BACKPACK SPONSORSHIP
____

If you are interested, please sign up at the
information station starting September 9th.

I would like to provide a full year of
sponsorship for $360. (Sponsorship can be
made in one lump sum or spread out over
the year at $30 a month.)
____ I would like to provide a one-time donation
of ____________.

Questions????? See me (Anne Onstead).

Name:______________________________________
Phone:______________________________________
Address:____________________________________
____________________________________

Checks payable to FCC Backpack Program
and can be placed in the
offering plate.

Beginning Sunday, September 16th and running for 10 weeks
from 6:00 - 7:30pm we will be running FCC Kids. It will be here
at the church, in conjunction to an adult Bible study. It is for
ages 4 through 5th grade. There will be nursery available for
any kids under the age of 4, if their parents sign up to attend the
bible study. Signups are available at the Information Station.
The adult leaders of FCC Kids are Becky Knopsnider and
myself. This group provides a place where children can learn and grow in their relationships with
friends, leaders, and God. We will be working through a book by Francis Chan called Halfway
Herbert. In this book the kids will learn the importance of honesty and offering their best for God in all
they do. It’s a delightful tale about how even the smallest child can live fully for God.
I hope to see your child on Sunday nights at FCC Kids. If you have any questions, please don’t
hesitate to ask.
Tammy Schrock, Children’s Director

Thursday, August 30th marked an important shift in our student ministry
program. August 24th & 25th we had our first combined junior and senior
high event with a lock-in. The 20 students that came had a great time
playing paintball, goofy games, and eating and drinking sugary foods and
drinks with hopes to stay up all night!
With that said, our Thursday night programming will now be combined
junior and senior high students. We will start at 7:00 and go till 8:30pm.
The students will play games, hear a lesson, and break up into small
groups to discuss the lesson.
Shae Frazier, Student Minister

Remember: Grades 6-12 THRIVE youth group begins
meeting from 7:00-8:30pm on august 30th.
We hope to see you there!

CHURCH NEWS
DONUT SUNDAY
Join us for donuts and fellowship on Sunday, September 2nd at 8:30am in fellowship hall.
Hosted by Deb & Dave Barndt.

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED

Monday, September 3rd for Labor Day.

MONTHLY LEADERSHIP MEETING

Tuesday, September 11th at 6:00pm for Elders, Deacons & Deaconesses.

MUSIC TEAM PRACTICE RESUME SEPTEMBER 12TH
o Bells: 5:30pm
o Choir: 6:30pm
o Praise Band, 7:30pm

T.N.T. FALL GATHERING
Join the Dynamite Seniors of FCC meet on Wednesday, September 19th at Kings
Restaurant at 11:00am for a Dutch Treat lunch. See Sandy Pyle with questions.

LIFE IS BETTER WHEN YOU ARE DOING IT TOGETHER!

SMALL GROUPS

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Small Groups begin Sunday, September 16th.
This is a 10-week series.
We will be studying Crazy Love
by Francis Chan.
Sign up at the information station.

Sunday: At the church, 6:00 – 7:30pm childcare & light refreshments provided.
Monday: 20 Something Group, Chase & Megan Hill’s, 424 S. Rosina Ave., Somerset.
6:30pm. Snacks provided.
Monday: Luke & Deb Rouch’s, 2085 W. Bakersville-Edie Rd., Somerset. 6:30pm.
Snacks provided.
Tuesday: Bob & Karen Walters, 321 W. Church St., Somerset. Dinner, 6:00pm
Bible Study, 7:00pm
Thursday: Dane & Cynthia Cramer’s, 130 W. Union St., Somerset.Dinner, 6:00pm
Bible Study to follow
Friday:Tim & Helen Thompson’s,1797 Beulah Rd., Berlin. Dinner, 6:00pm
Bible Study, 6:30pm

NEW ADULT BIBLE STUDY CLASSES

Begin Sunday, September 23rd at 9:00am. Sign up at the information station. Choose from:
Ø Ephesians & Philippians
Ø Fearless Conversations: Why Is Grace So Amazing?
Ø Next Steps
Ø The Quest: Ladies Bible Study

CALENDAR
SUNDAY
Sunday school, 9:00am
Worship service, 10:00am

MONDAY - FRIDAY
Men’s Fraternity
6:15 - 6:35 am

MONDAY
sHebrews, 7:15am

MONTHLY
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.

2
3
5
6
9
10
11
14

TUESDAY

Sept. 16

Staff Meeting, Time TBD

Sept. 19
Sept. 20
Sept. 23
Sept. 29

WEDNESDAY
Bells (starts 9/12), 5:30pm
Choir (starts 9/12), 6:30pm
Praise Band (starts 9/12), 6:30pm

THURSDAY
Junior & Senior High THRIVE
7:00-8:30pm

FRIDAY
Office Closed

Donut Sunday, 8:30am.
Office Closed for Labor Day
Deadline to sign up for Baby Dedication
Small Group Leader Training, 6:30pm
Baby Dedication Sunday
All Church Work Night, 6:00pm
Church Leadership Team Meeting, 6:00pm
HAPPENING WOMEN: Outdoor Movie Night,
7:00pm (details are on pg. 4)
FALL LAUNCH: COMPASSION SUNDAY
New Small Groups begin
TNT, 11:00am, Kings Restaurant
First backpack deliveries made.
New Sunday School Classes begin
Mission Trip to His Place in Pittsburgh. We
leave FCC at 7:15am.

SANCTUARY FLOWERS
Sept. 2
Sept. 9
Sept. 16
Sept. 23
Sept. 30

In memory of Marion Picking.
In loving memory of Norm Knepper.
In memory of Jim Walker’s birthday from his
family.
In memory of Harry & Marian Pyle by family.
In memory of Rowena Pyle.
In memory of my dad, John Bitkowski by
Cheryl Clementi.
No flowers ordered. To order a vase, call the
office at 814-445-8112. Cost is $20 per
vase.

MEMBER NEWS

CALLED HOME TO THE LORD
Marge Costea was called home to the Lord on August 21st, 2018.

CONGRATULATIONS

Shae Frazier was offered the full-time position of Student Minister and will step into the new role
beginning September 1st. We are excited to see how God leads Shae in his ministry to the youth of
Somerset.

SERVING SCHEDULES
NURSERY: SUNDAY SCHOOL

9/2
9/9
9/16
9/23
9/30
9/2
9/9
9/16
9/23
9/30

Megan Hill, Ann King
Tom & Tammy Minnick
Tammy Schrock, Hannah
Slope
George Perras
Karen Costea, Joan Graber

TINY TOTS NURSERY

Rachel Davis, Lori Miller
Jody Jurgevich, Jen Miller
Denise Grove, Lauren Baker
Karamie Johnson
Jody & Haley Stickle

COMMUNION PREPARATION

9/2

9/9
9/16
9/23
9/30

Jen Riggs
Kim Flick
Jeff & Christy Hay
Arlene DeArmitt
Denise Ferris

9/2
9/9
9/16
9/23
9/30

9/2

9/9
9/16
9/23
9/30

9/2

9/9
9/16
9/23
9/30

VAN MINISTRY

9/2
9/9
9/16
9/23
9/30

Van pick up resumes 9/16
No van provided
No van provided
Rick Marker
Terry Fisher
John Schrock

INFORMATION/CAFE

Denise Ferris, Ramona Sherbine
.

PARKING LOT GREETERS
Bill Gerhart, Mike Costea

PARKING LOT GREETERS
GREETERS

Bill Gerhart, Mike Costea
9/2
Bill & Debi Kaufman
.
9/9-9/30 Sarah & Matt Rouch

Tammie & Bill Gerhart
Dave & Denise Ferris
Becky Knopsnider, John
Bollman
Chris Mowry, Stan King
Chase Hill, Noah Gerhard

NURSERY: WORSHIP SERVICE

9/2
9/9
9/16
9/23
9/30

WEE WORSHIP
Melissa Wilson, Deb Barndt
Molly & Mark Meekins
Mary & Steve Gerhard
Tracey & Roger Baer
Ramona Sherbine

MEDITATIONS

9/2

9/9
9/16
9/23
9/30

9/2

Tammy Minnick
Jim Moon
Shae Frazier
Chase Hill
To be determined.

9/9
9/16
9/23

9/30

SERVING AT THE TABLE

9/2
9/9
9/16
9/23
9/30

Offering
Tim Thompson
Shane Lenhart
Jim Moon
Terry Fisher
Doug Huston

Communion
Tom Minnick
Jim Moon
Shane Lenhart
Tim Thompson
Terry Fisher

HOMEBOUND VISITATION

AV TEAM

To be determined.

KIDS SUNDAY SCHOOL

9/2
9/9
9/16
9/23
9/30

East
The Barndt’s
Rick Marker
The Knepper’s
The Minnick’s
The Slope’s

West
The Schrock’s
The Costea’s
The Ferris’s
The Gerhart’s
The Pyle’s

Matt & Sarah Rouch
Teresa Baker, Donna Kern
Tiffany St. Clair, Barb
Kleinert
Georgiann Blazin
Delores Shaulis

JUNIOR CHURCH
Rick Marker, Tim Baker
Christy Hay, Erin Baker
Jesse & John Landis
Shae Frazier, Anna Meyers
Sue Slope & Lori Shaulis

PRAYER TEAM
Karen Walters, Chris Mowry
Mike & Karen Costea
Matt & Sarah Rouch
Jim Moon, Cheryl Clementi
Bob Walters

