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The Shepherd’s View
Dear Friends,
2020 hasn't gone exactly how we expected. You can probably guess why. In
March, Pennsylvania's governor announced that all schools in the state would
close for two weeks. For students in Pittsburgh Public Schools, two weeks turned
into the rest of the school year...then the summer...and now this school year
too. (At the earliest, Pittsburgh Public Schools will open in November; but even
that isn't guaranteed.)
As you can imagine, our kids weren't too heartbroken about no school. But it took no time before we
were flooded with texts and phone calls asking if/when we would have our usual programs at His Place.
A few of the phone calls/texts were from parents. Most were from the kids themselves.
I experienced, firsthand, that when you're kept apart, you learn to deeply appreciate the community
you're blessed to be a part of. At the same time, we didn't really have the chance to sit around and
contemplate this. We knew that school closures meant that students weren't learning. We knew that
business shutdowns meant that most of our families would be (at best) stretched thin, financially.
Nearly half of American households with young children have experienced food insecurity this
year. And pediatricians have witnessed a startling increase in the "numbers of severely underweight
children."
Because of your support, we've been able to promise the families we work with that we're always here
to support them. Every week we deliver critical needs to families in our beloved community--diapers,
books, school supplies, and especially food.
Thanks to you, we've been able to support over 20 families (and more than 50 children) through our
weekly supply distributions.

An especially joyous occasion was re-opening our community center this summer, bringing together the
children and families who had been calling/texting us since the start of shutdowns. (
As always, His Place is about all of us. We've all been affected by 2020. But, together, we've also all been
able to help children and families keep their heads above water. Thank you and may God bless you.

The Pastor’s Page
What would it be like to be blind? For 51 years Bob Edens was blind. He couldn’t see a thing.
His world was limited to touch, sounds and smells. He felt his way through five decades of
darkness. And then, a skilled surgeon performed a complicated operation and suddenly Bob
Edens could see. He found it overwhelming. Max Lucado quotes Bob saying, “I never would
have dreamed that yellow is so…yellow. I am amazed by yellow. But red is my favorite color. I
just can’t believe red. I can see the shape of the moon and of course, sunrises and sunsets.
When I was blind, I could never have imagined how wonderful everything is.” In John chapter
9 Jesus heals a man who has been born blind. What a miracle! Here’s the story:
As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3 “Neither this man nor his parents
sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that the works of God might be displayed in
him. 4 As long as it is day, we must do the works of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no
one can work. 5 While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”
6

After saying this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it on the
man’s eyes.7 “Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam” (this word means “Sent”). So the
man went and washed and came home seeing. 8 His neighbors and those who had formerly
seen him begging asked, “Isn’t this the same man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some claimed
that he was. Others said, “No, he only looks like him.” But he himself insisted, “I am the man.”
10
“How then were your eyes opened?” they asked. 11 He replied, “The man they call Jesus
made some mud and put it on my eyes. He told me to go to Siloam and wash. So I went and
washed, and then I could see.”
Jesus ties the healing to a spiritual lesson. The Pharisees were upset with Jesus for healing
on the Sabbath and they were mad at the man for giving Jesus credit, so they threw him out.
Here’s more of the story from John 9:35-41.
35

Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you
believe in the Son of Man?” 36 “Who is he, sir?” the man asked. “Tell me so that I may believe
in him.” 37 Jesus said, “You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with you.”
38
Then the man said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him. 39 Jesus said,[a] “For judgment I
have come into this world, so that the blind will see and those who see will become blind.”
40
Some Pharisees who were with him heard him say this and asked, “What? Are we blind
too?” 41 Jesus said, “If you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin; but now that you claim
you can see, your guilt remains.”
Some people are blind spiritually. We need to pray that God open their minds to Jesus. Satan
has blinded their minds (2 Cor. 4:4). Let me illustrate with a story from author and evangelist,
Josh McDowell.
Josh McDowell writes: “Years ago, I was invited to speak in a university in South America.
Because of the university’s Marxist leanings, I was the first American to speak there in four
years and it was a tense situation. Big posters of me had been put up all over campus and the
Communist students, trying to influence the other students to stay away from the meeting had
painted ‘CIA Agent’ in red letters across the posters. But it backfired on them. Most of the

The Pastor’s Page (cont.)
students had never seen a CIA agent, so they came to the meeting to see what one looked like
and the place was packed. When I started to speak, Marxist agitators would jump up and
throw accusations at me, calling me a ‘filthy pig,’ and hurling words at me in their own
language that I didn’t know. Right in front of the audience they twisted me around their little
fingers. It was horrible. I couldn’t answer them. I didn’t even know what they were saying.
I felt so sorry for the Christians who were there because they had looked forward so eagerly to
my coming to the campus and to seeing people come to Christ. After 45 minutes of this
heckling. I was ready to give up. Every time I even mentioned the name of Jesus they laughed.
I thought, ‘God, why aren’t you doing something? Why are you letting Satan win?’ But God
was at work. Suddenly the secretary of the Revolutionary Student Movement stood up and
everyone else became silent. She was an important leader and respected by all the other
students. She said, ‘Mr. McDowell, if I become a Christian tonight, will God give me the love
for people that you have shown for us?” It just about broke everyone’s heart who was there,
and we had 58 decisions for Christ.”
All around us are spiritually blind people. If we continue to show them love through Jesus
Christ, something is bound to click. A light will go on. The Spirit will touch their hearts and
minds. And when that happens, it is like a blind man receiving sight. Many new Christians will
say, “When I was spiritual blind, I could never have imagined how wonderful Christianity is.”
This month I encourage you to love other people and share the eye-opening story of the
Savior.

LIVE LIKE YOU WERE DYING SMALL GROUPS

o

This 4-week series begins the week of October 18th. Sign up at the information station to attend any of the groups.

o

TUESDAY: at Mike & Karen Costea’s, 165 Oak Hill Dr., Friedens Dinner at 6:00pm followed by Bible study.

o

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON: 1:00pm led by Pastor Brent.

o

WEDNESDAY: at Dave & Denise Ferris’s, 313 Diamond St., Berlin at 6:30pm for dinner followed by the Bible study.

Backpack Sponsorships
As school begins, please consider supporting the Backpack Program by providing a sponsorship. In the
past seven years of the program’s existence, we have served 403 students. The Backpack Program
provides weekend food to needy students in grades Pre-K to 5 in the Somerset Area School District.
Every Friday, students in the program receive a bag of food that contains items for two breakfasts, two
lunches, and three dinners. Bags are distributed at Maple Ridge and Eagle View Elementary Schools.
The Backpack Program is funded by sponsorships from the congregation, teachers, and donations from
community businesses and churches. All of these generous donations allowed us to provide food for 69
needy children during the 2019-2020 school years.
The cost to sponsor a child is $25 per month or $300 a year. We have reduced the cost of sponsorship
because we are no longer providing brown bags to Mobile Ministry kids in the summer months.
The impact of the program has been significant. Students, who receive the weekly backpack of food,
greatly appreciate and look forward to it. I personally experienced the gratitude of the families who
received backpacks, during the “Stay at Home” order when schools were shut down, many volunteers,
hand delivered the back packs to the families. I am proud to say that our ministry did not shut down!
You can make a difference in a child’s life by simply providing food for the weekend when school
breakfasts and lunches are not available with your sponsorship. If you would like to sponsor a child,
please complete the form below and turn it into the church office with your pledge. Be sure to make
your check out to FCC Backpack Program.
“For I was hungry, and you gave me food, I was thirsty, and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you
welcomed me…” Matthew 25:35 (ESV)

FCC Backpack Program

____ I would like to provide a full year of sponsorship for $300. Sponsorship can be made in one lump
sum or spread out over the year at $28 a month.
____I would like to provide a one-time donation of ____________.
Name: ___________________________ Phone: ___________________________
Address: ___________________________________________________________
Checks payable to FCC Backpack Program and can be placed in the offering plate.

Youth News
•
•
•

We offer Sunday school classes at 9:00am for children ages 2 – 5th grade. (VOLUNTEERS NEEDED)
We offer programming during worship service for children ages 2 – 5th grade.
See Christy Hay at the Children’s table in the Sunday school area for locations.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY COMMITTEE MEETING
o Volunteer teachers and helpers are asked to attend a meeting on Tuesday, October 6th at 5:00pm. We will be
planning the programming as well as moving supplies into the new Children’s areas. All are welcome!

For kids ages 3-5th grade October 24th at 10:00am at the church.
Wear old clothes and sign up by October 18th at the information
station or call Sarah Rouch (442-3177) or email Jesse Landis
(Landis3333@gmail.com).
Helpers needed for Sunday school from 8:50-9:50am.
Nursery and Tiny Tots volunteers are needed during worship for birth – 3 years
old from 9:50am – end of service. See Christy Hay at the Children’s table to
volunteers.
Dear FCC,
What a blessing it has been to be a part of your life these past two years. You have
blessed me immensely with your time, prayers, and support over the years.
To the adults, thank you for pushing me to preach during the interim transitional period. It was in part because of you
that I found a passion for preaching the Gospel of Christ in a senior pastor role.
To my parents of students at FCC, thank you for entrusting me with your kids. Thank you for the meals, the hosting of
events, and the countless kind words. Thank you for expressing your concerns, for growing alongside your child, and for
being open to what I had to say when it came to you as a parent.
To my students, thank you for being the reason I got up to go to work every morning. Thank you for the memories, the
respect, and for trusting me to equip you with the Gospel. Thank you for growing, for putting in an effort with your walk
with Christ and loving one another in difficult times. I love you all so much and will continue to be in prayer for each of
you. Never forget that you are fearfully and wonderfully made, beautiful masterpieces, and children of God with a
purpose. God Bless!
Pastor Shae Frazier

On Sunday, September 13th, Pastor Shae announced his resignation as Student Minister of
FCC effective Sunday, September 27th. We wish him all the best, safe travels and God’s
leading in his future endeavors.

Church News
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES – 9:00am Sunday
o The 99 & Under class will meet in fellowship hall.
o The Golden Achievers class will meet in the class in the front of the café area.
o The Women’s class meets in the corner classroom above the cafe
WEEKLY PRAYER MEETING
o Join Pastor Brent on Wednesday’s from 8:00 - 9:00am for a time of worship and prayer in the sanctuary. All are
welcome.
SHEBREWS WOMEN’S DEVOTION TIME
o Join Judi Mickey at 7:15am on Zoom Monday’s. ZOOM INFO CHANGE: ID:974 082 327. Password: 318358
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY COMMITTEE MEETING
o Volunteer teachers and helpers are asked to attend a meeting on Tuesday, October 6th at 5:00pm. We will be
planning the programming as well as moving supplies into the new Children’s areas.
CHURCH MEN’S SKEET SHOOT
o The men are going to have a skeet shoot on October 3rd at 9:30am at Stonycreek Shooting Center. Cost is $18 for
50 clays or $30 for 100 clays. Please contact Bill Kaufman at 814-279-4705 or sign up at the information station.
MONTHLY LEADERSHIP MEETING
o Tuesday, October 13th at 6:00pm.
WOMENS CRAFT NIGHT
o Friday, October 16, 2020 at 6:00. Come to the church fellowship hall for a fellowship and a craft. We will be painting
signs. Please bring a pencil. Everything else will be provided. Please RSVP to Tammy Minnick (814-521-7611) by
October 11, 2020 or sign up at the information station so I have enough supplies.
T. N. T. (The FCC Dynamite Seniors)
o Meet Wednesday, October 14th at 11:00am at King’s Restaurant for a Dutch treat lunch.

The Handbell Choir will be starting back up on Wednesday, October 7th. We
will be meeting in the fellowship hall, where we have plenty of space to
spread out. The Handbell Choir is always open to new members, even if you
are totally new to making music! See Brandon Lambert for more details.
The Senior Choir will have a meeting on Wednesday, October 7th in the Sanctuary. We will be going over our current options,
and what we can do to perform safely. It may be a while before the choir can sing for everyone like it used to, but I do think
it’s important to keep in touch and keep everyone informed where we stand as a choir.
If you would like to perform during the special music time in the service, please contact Brandon Lambert. We would love to
showcase our church talent during the special music time!

MEMBER NEWS
CALLED HOME
o Darin, stepson of Dave Ferris on September 16th.
IT’S A BOY
o Rhyker Liam Paul Martin born September 15. Mom Kristin Dunmeyer, big sister Kenzee Dunmeyer, grandmother
Lori Walker, great aunt & uncle Jeff and Christy Hay and great great aunt Joan Miller.
NEW ADDRESS
o Effective October 8th: Brent, Anne & Jana Williams new address will be 159 Samantha Way, Friedens, PA. 15541

WOMEN’S
HAPPENINGS

October 16, 2020, 6:30pm
o Craft Night in the church Fellowship Hall. We
will be painting signs. Please bring a pencil.
Everything else will be provided. Please RSVP
to Tammy Minnick (814-521-7611) at by
October 11, 2020 so she has enough supplies.
November 14, 2020, meet at church at 4:45.
• Progressive Dinner in Berlin.
December 6, 2020, 5:00pm
• Ladies Christmas Dinner Party in the
Fellowship Hall
January 22 - 24, 2021
• Ladies Retreat at Camp Christian (Details
available in the fall)
February 12, 2021, 6:30pm
• Ladies Game Night in Fellowship Hall
March 12, 2021, 6:30pm
• Service Project in church Fellowship Hall
April 11, 2021 leave after church
• Phipps Conservatory (Details available closer
to the event)
May 14,2021, 6:30pm
• Mexican Fiesta at Jesse Landis’s home, 359
White Horse Rd., Berlin

Hosanna House
•

In Monroeville, PA. October 3rd. We leave the
church at 7:00am. Call Mike Costea to help.

Samaritan’s Purse
Operation Christmas Child
•
•
•

•
•
•

Pick up a foldable shoebox in the Sunday
school area.
Pick a label (boy or girl & age range)
Pack the shoebox with:
o A WOW item
o Personalized care items, clothing,
accessories, crafts, activities, toys,
school supplies.
Add a personal note and picture.
Place a rubber band around the box – DO
NOT SEAL THE BOX.
Return your box to the church with a check
made payable to:
o Samaritan’s Purse for $9 by
November 16th.

PLEASE DO NOT INCLUDE
•

Candy, gum, toothpaste, used items, warrelated toys, food, seeds, liquids, breakable
items, aerosol cans.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Reminders from the Church Office
Deadline for items for the Loop and screen announcements: Wednesday, 11:00am
Deadline for items for the bulletin: Thursday, 9:00am
Deadline for newsletter articles: the 25th of each month with the exception of the Shepherd’s View
If you would like to schedule an event at the church – you must fill out a building use form. This will allow us
the opportunity not to overbook the church, to promote your event accurately, provide sign-up sheets and
allow for proper set up of the space being used (tables, chairs, etc.). You can reach out to me in the office
and I will gladly email you the form.
o If you need a ministry table for an event, please reach out to the office as well. We just don’t have the space
to have more than one table out at a time and we don’t want to collect items for multiple organizations at the
same time. We want to give every organization our utmost devotion.
o If you have any questions, please reach out to me in the office at 445-8112 during office hours.
o
o
o
o

Called to Serve
SERVING AT THE TABLE
Offering
10/4 Dave Ferris
10/11 Karl Sherbine
10/18 Tom Minnick
10/25 Shane Lenhart
COMMUNION PREPARATION
10/4 Joan Graber
10/11 Ginger DeMarco
10/18 Jeff Hay
10/25 April Morocco
GREETER
October: Sandy Pyle, Deb Rouch
PARKING LOT GREETER
October: Mark Lyons, Cody Wright
VAN MINISTRY
10/4
10/11
10/18
10/25

Brandon Lambert
George Perras
Rick Marker
Mike Costea

Communion
Karl Sherbine
Rick Marker
Karl Sherbine
Tom Minnick

SUNDAY SCHOOL NURSERY TEAM (Age 2-3)
10/4 Becky & Belle Martin
10/11 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
10/18 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
10/25 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
SUNDAY SCHOOL NURSERY TEAM (Age 4 – Grade 5)
October Becky Knopsnider
WORSHIP TINY TOTS TEAM (Age 2 - 3)
10/4 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
10/11 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
10/18 Jen Miller, Teresa Baker
10/25 Tammy & Tom Minnick
WEE WORSHIP TEAM (Age 4 – Grade 5)
10/4 Christy Hay, Noah Gerhard
10/11 Sarah & Matt Rouch
10/18 Mary & Steve Gerhard
10/25 Ramona Sherbine, Lori Miller
JUNIOR CHURCH TEAM
10/4 Rick Marker & Tim Baker
10/11 Christy Hay & Erin Baker
10/18 Jesse & John Landis
10/25 Sue Slope, Lori Wright

SANCTUARY FLOWERS
Oct. 4

In memory of Meade Shaulis.
In honor of Bill & Deb Kaufman’s 36th anniversary.
Oct. 11 In honor of past & present ministers of FCC in honor of Pastor Appreciation
Month.
Oct. 18 In memory of John & Martha Christner by family.
Oct. 25 No flowers ordered.

