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in the
town of David
a Savior has
been born to
you; he is
the Messiah,
the Lord.
Luke 2:11
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THE PASTOR’S CORNER
By: Jeff Walling
Many people have the classic nativity scenes, with adoring shepherds, a smiling Mary, and a glowing
baby Jesus. It is these that I used to love the most until I came across an uncomfortable truth: Those
nativity scenes and Christmas cards are completely unbiblical. And what’s more, they tell the wrong
story.
That should come as no surprise to those who have heard the story of his birth . . . when it is told the
way it really happened.

A MESS FOR MARY AND JOSEPH
Matthew lets us in on the first part of that story. “This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His
mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be
with child through the Holy Spirit. Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want to
expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly” (Matthew 1:18, 19, emphasis
mine).
Jesus started making a mess before he was even born! His poor mother, who didn’t apply for the job of
mother of God, had to face Joseph with the news that she was a different virgin than he had bargained
for. How did she explain that this whole thing was God’s fault? You talk about a tough story to sell!
And Joseph’s response tells us what he thought: I need a lawyer. Funny, I’ve never seen a Christmas
card of Joseph sitting down with a divorce lawyer drawing up papers to get rid of the mother of Christ. It
took an angel to convince him to stick with her.
Can’t you hear the neighbors’ tongues wagging? And those whispers wouldn’t quit for years—small
towns have long memories. I wonder if that’s why he was referred to as “Mary’s son” in Mark 6:3 when
he was rejected at Nazareth. What a mess!

AN EMBARRASSING BIRTH
But this story is just getting going. Luke picks up the narrative to let us know that the King of the world
would not be born in a palace.
“While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son.
She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn”
(Luke 2:6, 7, emphasis mine).
This scene is so familiar that the scandal and embarrassment has been airbrushed away through centuries
of artistic Christmas cards that beautify the manger till it glows. And Mary and Joseph are always
smiling in those cards. Really!
What mother in her right mind would want to give birth in a barn? What self-respecting father would
allow his wife to face that? This was no walk in the park. After a long journey Joseph did his best to find
suitable lodgings, but the simple truth was they ended up homeless.

“Hey, Honey! Great news! This guy’s gonna let us sleep with the animals. Why I bet our newborn will
just fit in this donkey’s food trough.” And those animals didn’t just walk off a Disney movie, with big
and sweet smiles like you see on the Christmas cards. Go out and sniff the next barn you come to. No
amount of baby powder would cover that smell.
What a mess! What an embarrassment! The Lord of Heaven and earth is about to make the most
important entrance onto this planet in its history and he doesn’t have reservations?

TOUCHING THE NEEDY AND DEPRAVED
But wait . . . there’s more! A jealous king wants to kill Jesus so badly that he slaughters thousands of
babies trying to get him. I wonder what Christmas was like at some of those homes. “Genocide, child
abuse, and serial killing: Wishing you a Merry Christmas!”
What in the world is God up to here? Could it be he was making sure from the start that the story of
Jesus would touch the most needy and depraved places in our world? From his very birth Jesus is
surrounded by poverty, scandal, and violence. Here is a homeless kid with a questionable background
who causes his folks more grief in his first three years than most of us cause in a lifetime.
Can you put that on a Christmas card? We better. That’s the story the way God told it, ensuring that no
one would ever say, “I’m not good enough for him.” Jesus was the Savior of the lonely and needy. Yes,
he was a mess. Maybe that’s why they called him the Messiah.

TELL ABOUT THE MESS!
And maybe, just maybe, if we were willing to tell the world about his messy beginning just like it
happened, kids might sit up and pay attention to the story.
Maybe if we took the halos off the cards and let the smells and tears and frustration show, more folks
would see Christmas as a time to celebrate the One who came in a mess to deal with all our messes.
Maybe, just maybe, if we were to let the incarnation really become flesh, folks who don’t feel fit to enter
our buildings would think differently.
So, try it out this week. The next time someone gives you a holiday greeting, just respond with, “Messy
Christmas to you, too!”

THE SHEPHERDS VIEW
The Christmas season is the time for giving as we celebrate the greatest gift ever given to man, Jesus
Christ. God showed his love for us by sending his son to earth to live among us and then die for our
sins. The Bible says in 1 John 4:7 “Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God.”
Every year in the month of December, we at FCC designate the loose offering to be given to a worthy
organization. If you are wondering who these organizations are or what they do, see below for a little
information about each of the chosen recipients. We would like to encourage the congregation to dig
into your pockets a little deeper and show your love by giving to the following organizations:
December 2 – Mobile Food Bank - Located on Coxes Creek Road is a free food distribution program,
intended to bring fresh produce and other items to those in Somerset County who have not only a
limited income but also a lack of or limited transportation. The Somerset County Mobile Food Bank
serves communities throughout Somerset County.
December 9 – Costa Rica Mission Team- This summer a group of seven to nine people from FCC plan
to join with the Praying Pelican and two other groups in Costa Rica. They will return to the same place
they visited in 2014 and 2016. While in Costa Rica our mission team will be working in food
distribution, construction work and outreach.
December 16 –The Kids at the Grundy Mountain Mission (MMS) who do not go home for Christmas.
Grundy Mountain Mission functions as a full childcare facility (home, church and school) for children
with legitimate needs regardless of the child’s race, age, color or creed. Grundy Mountain Mission is
located in the mountains of Virginia. Some of the children at the mission have no family to go home to
at Christmas. The staff at MMS tries to plan a special outing or activity for the kids who stay at the
mission during the Christmas Season. Our loose offering is going to help provide for this activity.
December 23 – The Next Step Center is located on Stoystown Road. It is a five-bedroom house that
provides a temporary home for Somerset County families and individuals. The staff provides a helping
hand to enable these individuals or families to work towards a resolution of issues that might have led
to homelessness. Next Step has a policy of being a helping hand not a hand out.
December 24 – Birthright is located on West Union Street. It supports pregnant women by offering
them love, friendship and support. Birthright is interdenominational and focuses on loving the mother
and reminding her that there is hope and that she is not alone. It provides a mother the information
and support she needs to seek medical attention, find housing, and receive Social Assistance.
Birthright also helps the mother with childcare, parenting skills, childbirth and adoption options.
December 30 –-The loose offering will go to the Backpack Program. The FCC Backpack program
provides nutritious meals on the weekends for school age children. Our program provides three
dinners, two lunches, and two breakfasts each Friday during the school year and healthy snacks during
the summer months. Backpack was organized and has been providing meals to children since 2013.

FCC WOMEN
Women’s Church Wide Devotional
By: Anne Onstead

The most important relationship we can invest in is our
relationship with God. Over 15 years ago I told God that I
would give Him 15 minutes a day. I committed to getting up
15 minutes earlier. Both my kids were little, and I wasn’t
sure how that was going to happen but my heart and life
needed time with God. Some mornings it was easy to spend that 15 minutes and
others it was a fight. Some mornings I won the fight and others I lost the fight. But
over time that relationship grew (the 15 minutes became 20 minutes and then 30
minutes and so on) and that time in the morning became the most important time in
my day. Years later, I get up even earlier because I need more time with Him.
Fast forward to those times in life when I lost my parents, or we were going through a
hard time as a family or times when my kids were struggling, and I did not know what
to do. What got me through? The time I spent with Him in the morning. Sometimes I
had nothing to give, nothing to say. All I could do is sit. In those times He met me,
and He caught me.
As I sit at my desk and write this, I have no idea where you are in life and in your
walk, but I do know we all need more of Him. So, let’s do it together.
Starting in December we will have the devotional called Beautiful Word Devotional:
Bringing the Goodness of Scripture to Life in Your Heart available at the
information station for $10. We will also be offering a media platform so that we can
connect with each other and share what God is teaching us as we read this devotional.
When you purchase the devotional, you will be able to pick up the instructions on the
app we will be using.
I am looking forward to going on this journey with you. Please give me a call if you
have any questions. Anne (814-241-4725)
Also, if you are looking for something to read or study to grow your relationship with
God please come see me or give me a call. I have several resources available.

Go! FCC Missions
By: Anne Onstead
Costa Rica – July 6 -12, 2019

Sign-ups are complete, and our 2019
Costa Rica Mission team is set! This year’s
team is:
Cynthia Cramer
Allie Onstead
Dane Cramer
Anne Onstead
Shae Frazier
Reuben Watson
Austin Lyons
Please begin to pray for our team as we
prepare to minister in Costa Rica. Some of
the areas you can pray for are: necessary
funding, that we will be able to secure
economical airfare, preparation of our
hearts and minds to serve, those in
Costa Rica that we will be in contact
with, the churches in Michigan and
Alabama that we will be serving
alongside, and that the planning and
organization will go well.
In the coming months you will have
opportunities to support our team
through fundraising, prayer, and
encouragement. The loose offering on
December 9th will be going to fund our
team as well as the proceeds from the
Fire and Ice soup sale. In February we will
be doing a M&M tube fundraiser. There
will also be an opportunity to adopt a
Pelican (a member of the team). This will
be a chance for people in our church to
be paired with a team member who they
can specifically pray for and encourage.
Our team would like to thank FCC for
their continued support of missions and
for supporting our 2019 team. Seven
individuals are traveling to Costa Rica, but
it takes the entire church to make this
happen. It is a privilege to be able to
represent each of you as we go. We are in
this together.

Backpack Program

The Backpack program is currently providing meals
to 53 students each week in the Somerset School
District. The Backpack Program was blessed on
November 13 with a $2,500.00 grant. The Grant
came from the Community Foundation for the
Alleghenies. The funding for the grant came from
the Benjamin Bosler Fund, Somerset County
Community Fund and Alan L. and Lana J. Miller
Family Fund. Praise God for the many blessings he
has provided for the Backpack Program.

Thank You

Thank you and God Bless to all who graciously
volunteered to purchase Christmas gifts for the
twenty children at Grundy Mountain Mission
(MMS) in Virginia. Watch for other ways to help
out the MMS children.

FCC WINTER CANCELLATION
POLICY
If Somerset School District:
Dismisses early, cancels classes,
cancels evening activities
All evening activities at FCC are also cancelled.
This policy does NOT affect Sunday morning
service.
ONLINE GIVING IS AVAILABLE AT FCC You
can do it in six easy steps. It’s easy!!!!
o Go to www.somersetfirstchristian.org
o Click: Online Giving
o Enter the amount you want to give to
the church
o Enter the frequency you want to give
o Enter the date your offering is to be
withdrawn from your checking or
savings account
o Click continue and set up your online
giving information (bank, bank acct. #,
etc.)
Want or need assistance setting it up? Call
Cheryl in the office 814-445-8112. She will
be glad to assist you.

The month of December for FCC student ministry will be one filled with
joy and excitement. We will have our regular Thursday night Thrive
meeting for both junior and senior high throughout the month of
December. As well as our regular meetings, on December 20th we will
have a special Thrive Christmas party where we will play white elephant
gift exchange, have refreshments, and have an ugly Christmas sweater
competition! Be on the lookout for separate events for both
junior and senior high students in the month of December. Parents of senior high students, please
remember that we are having our TCTC trip on January 10th through 13th! If your student is signed up
this means that they will miss school on Friday, the 11th. Please make sure the necessary arrangements
are in place with the school. We will have our parent meeting on January 6th where we will go over the
schedule criteria and any questions that you may have. First payment for TCTC is $70 and is due
December 6th. Happy Holidays! Shae Frazier, Student Pastor

‘Twas the Night Before Christmas
You are invited

to the
Annual Children’s Christmas Play
Saturday, December 15th at 6:00 p.m.

•

Practices:
Saturday, Dec. 8th at 10 a.m.
• Friday, Dec 14th at 6 p.m.

VOLUNTEER NEEDED
We are looking for a volunteer to prepare communion for the 4th Sunday of each month
effective as soon as possible. If you would be interested in volunteering to fill and empty
communion trays on the 4th Sunday of the month, please call the church office at
445-8112. Training is provided!
HEARING ASSISTANCE DEVICES
The church provides hearing assistance devices for anyone who may need one. If you
would like to use one, we have 8 available, just stop at the information station to sign
one out.
DONUT SUNDAY
Join us for donuts and fellowship on Sunday, Dec. 2nd at 8:30am in fellowship hall.
Hosted by Bill & Tammie Gerhart.
MONTHLY LEADERSHIP MEETING
Tuesday, Dec. 11th at 6:00pm for Elders, Deacons & Deaconesses.
T.N.T. COUNTRY CLUB CHRISTMAS
Our Dynamite Seniors meet on Wednesday, Dec. 19th at the Somerset Country Club
at11:00am for a buffet lunch, fellowship, caroling, and laughs. Cost is $15 per person.
FCC pays $5 of the cost. Sign up to attend at the information station beginning Nov. 25th.
See Sandy Pyle with questions. TNT will not meet again until April. Stay warm.
BELL RINGING AT THE RT. 31 GIANT EAGLE
December 22nd from 8:30am – 7:30pm. Sign up at the information station while slots are
still available.
CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE
• Children’s Christmas Play, Saturday, Dec. 15th at 6:00pm.
• Christmas Cantata & Sermon featuring the Church Choir on Sunday. Dec. 23rd at
10:00am.
• Christmas Candlelight Service, Dec. 24th at 9:00pm.
• December 25th: Office closed.
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED
Tuesday, Dec. 25th for Christmas and Jan. 1st for New Year’s.
CHRISTMAS CARDS FOR THE MILITARY
150 cards were collected. Thank you to all who participated.

May you keep Jesus at the forefront of your
Christmas and may you be blessed with love,
hope, and joy this Christmas season.
Christmas Blessings,
Pastor Chase, Pastor Shae, Anne,
Tammy, Cheryl, Brandon, and Karen.

DECEMBER SANCTUARY FLOWERS
Dec. 2nd

In memory of Russell & Marian Pifer by Loretta Wilmoth.

Dec. 9th

In memory of Alan Weimer by sister Betsy Fitzgerald.

Dec. 16th

In memory of Mildred Walker’s birthday by family.

Dec. 23rd

In memory of our son Kyle Weber by parents.

Dec. 30th

In memory of Ruby Hay’s birthday by family.

OIL CHANGE MINISTRY
For single women, single moms, widows, widowers, or anyone age 60
or older will be done on January 8th at 141 Doe Ln., Somerset. Cost is
$5 per vehicle. If you would like to have an oil change, fill out a form
at the information station by December 23rd and drop it in the offering
plate. A member of the oil change team will call you to set up your
appointment.

SOUP SALE 2019

January 19th
Volunteers, food and desserts are needed.
Please stop by the information station beginning
Dec. 16th to sign up.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEEKLY
SUNDAY:

Sunday school, 9:00am
Worship service, 10:00am

WEDNESDAY: Bells, 5:30pm
Choir, 6:30pm
Praise Band, 7:30pm
FRIDAY:

MONDAY:

sHebrews, 7:15am

THURSDAY:

Junior & Senior High
THRIVE, 7:00-8:30pm

Office Closed

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
MONTHLY
Dec. 1st
Dec. 8th
Dec. 11th
Dec. 12th
Dec. 14th
Dec. 15th
Dec. 19th
Dec. 22nd
Dec. 23rd
Dec. 24th
Dec. 25th

Women’s Happenings Event: Small Business Shopping Day and Cookie
Tour leaves FCC at 9:30am. Wear you walking shoes and dress for the
weather.
Kid’s Christmas Play Practice, 10:00am.
Monthly Leadership Meeting for Elders, Deacons & Deaconesses,
6:00pm.
Christmas Nativity Practice, 7:00pm.
Kid’s Christmas Play Practice, 6:00pm.
Kid’s Christmas Play: ‘Twas the Night Before Christmas, 6:00pm.
TNT Christmas Party, 11:00am at the Somerset Country Club.
Christmas Nativity Practice, 7:00pm.
Bell Ringing at the Rt. 31 Giant Eagle.
Christmas Cantata & Sermon, 10:00am.
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service, 9:00pm.
OFFICE CLOSED FOR CHRISTMAS

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

9:00am

Beginning December 23rd
99 & Under Class meets downstairs in fellowship hall.
The Golden Achievers Class meets in the front of the café area.

12/2
12/9
12/16
12/23
12/30

NURSERY: SUNDAY SCHOOL

Megan Hill, Ann King
Tom & Tammy Minnick
Tammy Schrock, Hannah Slope
George Perras & Teckla Miller
Karen Costea & Joan Graber

KIDS SUNDAY SCHOOL

12/2
12/9
12/16
12/23
12/30

Tammie & Bill Gerhart
Dave & Denise Ferris
Becky Knopsnider, John Bollman
Chris Mowry, Stan King
Chase Hill & Noah Gerhard

12/2
12/9
12/16
12/23
12/30

Matt & Sarah Rouch
Teresa Baker, Donna Kern
Tiffany St. Clair, Barb Kleinert
Georgiann Blazin, Mark Meekins
Delores Shaulis, Allie Onstead

NURSERY: WORSHIP SERVICE

TINY TOTS NURSERY

12/2
12/9
12/16
12/23
12/30

Rachel Davis, Lori Miller
Jody Jurgevich, Jen Miller
Denise Grove, Lauren Baker
Karamie & Dylan Johnson
Jody & Haley Stickle

12/2
12/9
12/16
12/23
12/30

Melissa Wilson, Deb Barndt
Molly Meekins , Cheryl Clementi
Mary & Steve Gerhard
Tracey & Roger Baer
Ramona Sherbine

12/2
12/9
12/16
12/23
12/30

WEE WORSHIP

JUNIOR CHURCH

Shae Frazier, Anna Meyers
Christy Hay, Erin Baker
Jesse & John Landis
Shae Frazier, Anna Meyers
Sue Slope, Lori Shaulis

INFORMATION/CAFÉ

Delores Shaulis, Pat Miller, Linda Parke

GREETERS

Helen & Tim Thompson

PARKING LOT GREETERS

Bill Gerhart & Karl Sherbine

AV TEAM

To be determined.

SERVING AT THE TABLE

Offering
12/2 Tom Minnick
12/9 Jim Moon
12/16 Shane Lenhart
12/23 Tim Thompson
12/30 Terry Fisher

Communion
Karl Sherbine
Tom Minnick
Jim Moon
Shane Lenhart
Tim Thompson

HOMEBOUND VISITATION

12/2
12/9
12/16
12/23
12/30

East
Ferris’s
Meyers Family
Sherbine’s

West
Jim Moon
Meekins’
Minnick’s

Pastor during week

Pastor during week

Jim Moon

Shae Frazier

MEDITATIONS

12/2
12/9
12/16
12/23
12/30

Jim Moon
Rick Marker
Tammy Minnick
Shae Frazier
Bill Kaufman

12/2
12/9
12/16
12/23
12/30

Karen Walters, Chris Mowry
Mike & Karen Costea
Matt & Sarah Rouch
Jim Moon, Cheryl Clementi
Karamie Johnson, Bob Walters

12/2
12/9
12/16
12/23
12/24
12/30

PRAYER TEAM

COMMUNION PREPARATION

Mary Ann Riggs
Rita Fisher
Jeff & Christy Hay
Rita Fisher
Rita Fisher
Denise Ferris

5:15 Team

12/2
12/9
12/16
12/23
12/30

To be determined
Bill & Tammie Gerhart
Chase Hill, Anne Onstead
Mark & Molly Meekins
Shae Frazier

12/2
12/9
12/16
12/23
12/30

Brandon Lambert
George Perras
Rick Marker
Terry Fisher
John Schrock

VAN MINISTRY

Just Drop the Blanket: The Moment You Never Noticed
in A Charlie Brown Christmas
On December 6th A Charlie Brown Christmas will air on national
prime time television for the 53rd time. In a world where technology
is outdated in a matter of months and social media trends come and
go, anything that has lasted 53 years is quite remarkable and
meaningful. I’m sure you all have seen this cartoon at least once throughout your life, so I want
to talk about Linus.
Linus is the character who always has his blue security blanket with him. Throughout the story
of the Peanuts, Lucy, Snoopy, Sally, Charlie Brown, and others all work to no avail to separate
Linus from his blanket. And even though his security blanket remains a major source of
ridicule for the otherwise mature and thoughtful Linus, he simply
refuses to give it up. Now, let me set the scene for you. Charlie
Brown is looking for the true meaning of Christmas throughout the
show. The kids are doing a school pageant for Christmas and Linus
shares “what Christmas is all about”. He recites Luke 2:8-14 and
drops his blanket right when he utters the words “fear not”. Looking
at it now, it is pretty clear what Charles Schultz was saying, and it’s
so simple it’s brilliant. The birth of Jesus separates us from our
fears. The birth of Jesus frees us from the habits we are unable (or
unwilling) to break ourselves. The birth of Jesus allows us to simply
drop the false security we have been grasping so tightly and learn to
trust and cling to Him instead.
The world today can be a scary place, and most of us find ourselves grasping to something
temporary for security. Essentially, it is a world in which it is very difficult for us to "fear not.”
But in the midst of fear and insecurity, this simple cartoon image from 1965 continues to live on
as an inspiration for us to seek true peace and true security in the one place it has always
been and can still always be found.
But wait, what about at the end of the scene when Linus picks the blanket back up? Why
would Linus pick that old security back up after so boldly proclaiming an end to fear? Why
does he leave the stage with that security blanket still in his hand? We first must realize that
we all carry our own blanket. Just like Linus, we may stand tall in a moment of faith and
conviction, a moment when scripture hidden in our heart comes to life, and all else is thrown
aside as we experience and proclaim the true freedom and security that only Jesus can give.
But at some point, out of habit, we reach down and pick that thing right back up. Faith, while
powerful, is also delicate.
Linus clearly knows the truth, and clearly proclaims the truth. The knowledge is present, and
the wisdom is there, and the passion is there. So why does he pick it back up? I think the
answer is clear. It is because we all do the same thing. We know. We feel. We proclaim. Yet
we look in the mirror one morning to find that tattered old blanket draped over our shoulder yet
again. And we realize that we have become so used to it being there that we hardly even
noticed it. But that is not where this blanket story ends. The show ends with the Peanuts gang

not just singing, but clearly and unquestionably singing in worship. Even the musical style at
this point is different from anything else heard previously. The obvious song choice could have
been “O Christmas Tree.” But the focus is no longer the tree. The focus has become bigger
than the tree. The focus is Jesus. With this new focus, the kids instead slide effortlessly into
"Hark the Herald Angels Sing, Glory to the Newborn King," and what we are now witnessing is
essentially an impromptu worship service. But before any of this happens, Linus parts with
that blanket yet again, and lays it down for good at the base of
that beautiful Christmas tree, just as we should strive to not just
lay our blanket down just anywhere but leave it forever behind
us at the foot of that cross. Linus and friends have moved from
speaking truth and hearing truth into a deeper place of worship,
where they finally respond to that truth. Just like those
shepherds who were instructed to "fear not" so very long ago.
It is here at the end of the show that Linus lays that blanket
down yet again, and this time he doesn't look back.

Merry Christmas and God Bless,
Tammy Schrock
Children’s Director

