
The Somerset Christian 

  
February 2019 

First Christian Church 
139 E. Main St., Somerset, PA. 15501 

Phone: 814-445-8112 
Email: fccsomerset@comcast.net 

Website: www.somersetfirstchristian.org 
Elders: elders@somersetfirstchristian.org 

 



Pastor’s Notes 
 

I am excited to announce that starting Saturday 
March 2nd, FCC will be open on the first Saturday of 
every month for Saturday Nite of Worship. Many of 
you have asked for more time of worship. Here is 
the answer back to you.  
 
What Saturday Nite of Worship is…  
 - An hour of worship on the first Saturday of the  
   month from 7-8pm  
 - More casual than Sunday morning service  
 - An opportunity for those who might work Sunday  
   Mornings to worship 
 - A time of fellowship with other believers 
 

What Saturday Nite of Worship is not…  
 - An additional service  
 - A replacement for Sunday Morning  
 - A concert  
 
What Saturday Nite of Worship might look like…  
 - A praise team leading us in several songs of praise  
 - A time of prayer for needs you or others might have  
 - A small encouraging devotion by a member of the ministry staff  
 - An opportunity to have communion if you would like  
 
Saturday Nite of Worship will have a cry room available for children, but there will be no staffed 
childcare. I hope to see many of you come out for our first Saturday Nite of Worship on March 
2nd @ 7:00pm.  
 
 
 

 
 

On March 10th as a thank you to all of 
you who serve. The entire church 

service will be run by Church 
Leadership and Staff. Please know this 

means it’ll be a family Sunday. No 
children’s programming will happen 
during the Sunday morning worship 

service. If you are an active volunteer 
keep your eye out for a dinner invite   

as well! 
 



REFLECTIONS OF THE HEART FROM MY TREE 
STAND 

While sitting in my tree stand in the fall, my thoughts often turn to the joy of 
experiencing God’s wonderful and perfect creation like when the first light of 
the morning peeks through the treetops dawning a new day or when the 
fresh breath of cool air renews my senses and awakens the creatures of the 
woods to a new day.  Then there are the evenings when the last rays of 
sunlight give way to the darkness and solitude of the end of the day.   

The time I spend alone and in the quiet and peaceful wonders of Gods great 
creation are the times when I feel closest to my Father in heaven.  These are 
the times when I pray, when I sing praises from my heart, and when I can sit 
back and listen to the words He lays on my heart. 

Have you ever experienced a time like this?  If not, go for a walk in the 
woods or just sit under the stars at night and listen to the sounds of God’s 
creation singing praises to His Name.  Times like this are great for quieting 
your mind and soul and listening to God. 

One thing I learned while deer hunting is to simply be in His presence, I call it 
“The Harvest of Truths.” 

More important than the hunt are the greater lessons about life I have 
“bagged” that are now “mounted” on the walls of my heart.  These 
“trophies” are a result of “think time.” 

The hours of waiting are never wasted as you can draw amazing parallels 
between what happens in the woods and what takes place in life.  I have 
come upon needed changes in my life that have made me better equipped 
to accomplish other tasks like being a better husband, father, worker and 
faithful friend. 

I am sure you have interests other than hunting that have a wonderful effect 
on your life, but because of distractions you have forgotten how to enjoy 
them.  How long has it been since you spent quality time with your spouse or 
family members?  Do you have a friendship that needs rekindled?  How long 
has it been since you genuinely communed with our Father in heaven the 
way you did when you first gave your life to Him? 

Isaiah 40:31 says: “They that wait upon the Lord will renew their strength, they will mount up 
with wings as eagles, they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not faint.” 

Life is a breath of fresh air.  Take time to stop and smell the roses, renew your life and walk 
with your creator and the giver of eternal life.  Find time to quiet your spirit before Him and 
listen to what your Father has in store for your journey 

Yours in Christ,  
Terry Fisher 

Elder 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Know God: Loved by Him 

By: Anne Onstead 
 

Recently we launched our new vision for our church, Know 
God: Loved by Him. So how do we walk out this vision? To 
know anyone, we must first be in relationship with them. 
We truly get to know someone by spending time with them 
and allowing them access to our life and who we are. This 
applies to our relationship with God as well. 
 

To know Him we need to spend time with Him. Time talking 
to Him, reading His Word, praising Him, listening to Him 
and time in fellowship with those who follow Him. We also 
need to allow Him to have access to all of us. And yes, this 
is a choice we make. We need to give Him access to our 
hurts, disappointments, failures as well as our 
celebrations, successes, and joys. A healthy relationship is 
a combination of the good times, the bad times, the hard 
times and the fun times.  
 

But what about the second part of the vision – Loved by 
Him? We experience love in relationships as we grow 
closer to that person and as we build trust. Trust that they 
have our back, trust that our lives and secrets are safe 
with them, trust that we are not too much or not enough 
and trust that they love us as we are but also want the 
best for us and are not afraid to push us.  
 

The same is true in our relationship with God. We 
experience His love as we grow closer to Him and we 
come to know His character. We grow in our trust of Him 
as we see how He is always faithful to us. He may not give 
us what we want because He loves us enough to give us 
what we need to grow as a person and to grow closer to 
Him.  
 

So, how can FCC Women help you live out the vision of our 
church? 
 

In January we launched the women’s church wide 
devotional – The Beautiful Word Devotional and an online 
platform through the app Group Me. The online platform 
allows those in the group to share how the daily 
devotional is speaking to them along with what they are 

 
     GO! (Formally Mission Corp) 
By: Anne Onstead 
 

We will be having a luncheon meeting on Sunday 
February 17th following church to launch GO! GO will be 
the newly designed mission group at First Christian.  
 

So, what is GO all about? GO is one of the ways that we 
can put hands and feet to the great commission found 
in Matthew 28:19 - “Therefore go and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them 
to obey everything I have commanded you.”  
 

If you are interested in: local mission opportunities and 
projects, state side mission trips, cross cultural mission 
trips, helping to raise money for missions, or learning 
more about our church missionaries then GO! is the 
place for you. You will also have the chance to meet our 
2019 Costa Rica team and hear about what we will be 
doing this summer in Costa Rica.  
 

Please sign up at the information station if you plan on 
attending.  

learning and what is a challenge. This is a great way to 
begin to build your relationship with God and know Him 
better. Devotionals are still available at the information 
station along with instructions on how to join the online 
platform. It is never too late to join us.  
 

You can also attend one of our upcoming events and 
grow in relationship with other women. 
 

Upcoming events:   
Beginning Mon., January 28th we will be doing a seven-
week study called We Saved You a Seat about friendship. 
We will meet at 6:30 PM at the church. Questions? Give 
me a call.  
 

February 22 Passions and Pursuits (come learn 
about some different things women in our church enjoy) 
    



 
 

 

 BLOOMS OF HOPE MARCH 24th 
If you would like to purchase daffodils: 
• In memory of someone who lost their battle with cancer  
• In honor of someone who is still fighting the battle or is cancer free 
Please stop at the information station to place your order by Sunday, February 24th,  Prices are listed on 
the sign-up sheet.  Payments can be made to FCC Flower Fund and dropped in a daffodil envelope available 
at the information station.  Payments due March 3rd. 

 
MONETARY DONATION FOR GRUNDY MOUNTAIN MISSION 
SCHOOL 
Throughout this year, we will be collecting monetary donations for laundry 
soap for Grundy Mountain Mission School in Grundy, Virginia.  Did you know 

that they wash and dry 40 loads of laundry every day?  If you would like to donate, there are empty laundry 
soap containers located around the church.  Drop your donation in one of the containers.  We will then 
purchase what we can and have it shipped to them on a monthly basis. 
 
MARK YOU CALENDARS: HAVE YOUR PICTURE TAKEN FOR THE 190TH ANNIVERSARY 
Fall 2019 First Christian Church will be celebrating our 190th anniversary.  To help record the history of the 
anniversary,  we are going to be making a new church  photo directory. This new directory should include 
everyone who attends  or is a member of First Christian Church.  Life Touch will be taking the portraits at 
the church on March 27-March 30.  You will need to sign up for an appointment time to be photographed.  
The sitting fee is free and every family group or individual photographed will receive a free 8x10 photo and 
a new church directory.  You will also have the opportunity to purchase additional photographs at this time. 
 

You can sign up for your sitting at church on Sunday, Feb. 17 and Feb 24 before and after church at the 
Ministry Table and again on March 10 and March 17.  You can also sign up with a link on our Facebook 
page and website.  We would love to have everyone’s smiling face in the directory to help record  our 
history. Please sign up! 
 

DAILY AMERICAN FITNESS CHALLENGE 
Join the First Christian Church Fitness Challenge Team for the Daily American 5K/10K Race.   See Tom 
Minnick or the information station for registration forms.  The winning church will receive a $300 prize.  The 
fitness challenge begins on Sunday, February 3rd. 
 

CHRISTIAN RESOURCES AVAILABLE  
Stop by the information station to pick up your copy of: 

• Through the Eyes of the Lion by Levi Lesko 
• Play the Man by Mark Batterson 
• You and Me Forever by Francis & Lisa Chan 
• Becoming Myself by Stasi Eldredge 
• Every Day in His Presence by Charles Stanley 
• The Beautiful Words Devotion for Women 

 



 
 
You may have noticed the construction going on in the balcony on the  cafe side of the 
church.  The ministry staff is moving all of our offices up there.  I have been up there for 
almost a year now and Shae and Anne since last summer with just curtains for front walls.  It 
will be nice to have actual offices with some privacy to have phone calls and meetings in.  It 
will also be so nice for all of the ministry staff to be in one location. 

 
I want to take this time to thank all of the volunteers who have 
spent many hours building walls, putting up dry wall, 
plastering, sanding, and painting.  The construction was led by 
Jeff Hay, Luke Rouch, and John Schrock.  The following 
people also assisted, Andy Hay, Tim Baker, and Dan Miller.  If 
you see any of these gentlemen, please thank them for giving 
of their time and talents to this project.  Also, a big thank you 
to Bryan Collins and Sherwin Williams, as all of the paint and 
primer was donated. 

 
Tammy Schrock, Children’s Director 

 
 
 
 
 

The month of February holds two events for our 
students here at FCC. The first will be on February 
3rd, Super Bowl Sunday. Thrive student ministries will 
be having a Super Bowl party starting at 6:00pm and 
going till the end of the game. This will be at John & 
Tammy Schrock’s (569 Jefferson Rd., Somerset), and 
parents of students who don’t drive can drop off and 
pick up their student at the Schrock’s from 6:00pm 
until the game is concluded. For any questions feel 
free to contact Shae.  

 
The second event will be junior high exclusive and that is our trip to CIY believe. This 
conference will be February 15th and 16th and will be held in Cincinnati Ohio. Here, our junior 
high students will get to team build, listen to phenomenal speakers and live music. Please be 
in prayer for this trip, the students and leaders going, as well as safe travels. Have a wonderful 
February! 
 
        Shae Frazier, Student Pastor 

 
 

 



 
SUNDAY SCHOOL  9:00am       WORSHIP SERVICE 10:OOam 

 

LOOSE OFFERING COLLECTED IN DECEMBER 30th: FCC Backpack Program $821.00 
 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES, 9:00am 
• 99 & Under Class meets downstairs in fellowship hall. 
• The Golden Achievers Class meets in the front of the café area. 
 

SHEBREWS 
• Will not meet February 3rd or 10th.  See you on the 18th at 7:15am. 
 

DONUTS, DONUTS, DONUTS 
• Join us for donuts and fellowship on Sunday, February 3rd at 8:30am in fellowship hall.  
 

SMALL GROUPS STILL MEETING 
• 20 Somethings – moved to Tuesday’s 6:30pm at Chase & Megan Hill’s, 424 S. Rosina Ave., Somerset. 
• Cramer Group – Thursday’s 6:00pm at Dane & Cynthia Cramer’s, 130 W. Union St., Somerset. 
 

MONTHLY LEADERSHIP MEETING 
• Tuesday, February 12th at 6:00pm for Elders, Deacons & Deaconesses. 
 

ONLINE GIVING AT FCC 
• Go to www.somersetfirstchristian.org 
• Click: Online Giving 
• Enter the amount you want to give to the church 
• Enter the frequency you want to give 
• Enter the date your offering is to be withdrawn from your checking or savings account 
• Click continue and set up your online giving information (bank, bank acct. #, etc.) 
 

WINTER CANCELLATION POLICY 
• If Somerset School District cancels classes, dismisses early or cancels evening activities, ALL evening 

activities at FCC are also cancelled.  THIS POLICY DOES NOT AFFECT SUNDAY MORNING SERVICES. 
 

FEBRUARY SANCTUARY FLOWERS 
• February 3 In memory of Bernice Bitkowski by Cheryl Clementi. 
• February 10 In memory of Charles Walker’s birthday from family. 
• February 17 In memory of Jacob S. Picking. 
• February 24 In memory of Al Wilmoth’s birthday from wife Loretta. 



 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NURSERY: SUNDAY SCHOOL 
2/3 Megan Hill, Teckla Miller 
2/10 Tom & Tammy Minnick 
2/17 Tammy Schrock, Hannah Slope 
2/24 George Perras & Teckla Miller 

 
KIDS SUNDAY SCHOOL 

2/3 Tammie & Bill Gerhart 
2/10 Denise Ferris, April Morocco 
2/17 Becky Knopsnider, John Bollman 
2/24 Chris Mowry, Stan King 

 
NURSERY: WORSHIP SERVICE 

2/3 Matt & Sarah Rouch 
2/10 Teresa Baker, Donna Kern 
2/17 Tiffany St. Clair, Barb Kleinert 
2/24 Georgiann Blazin 

 
TINY TOTS NURSERY 

2/3 Rachel Davis, Lori Miller 
2/10 Jody Jurgevich, Jen Miller 
2/17 Lauren Baker 
2/24 Karamie & Dylan Johnson 

 
WEE WORSHIP 

2/3 Melissa Wilson, Deb Barndt 
2/10 Molly Meekins, Beth Benedict 
2/17 Mary & Steve Gerhard 
2/24 Tracey & Roger Baer 

 
JUNIOR CHURCH 

2/3 Rick Marker, Erika Marker 
2/10 Christy Hay, Erin Baker 
2/17 Jesse & John Landis 
2/24 Shae Frazier, Anna Meyers 

 
INFORMATION/CAFÉ 

Tim & Helen Thompson 
 

GREETERS 
Rita & Terry Fisher 

 
PARKING LOT GREETERS 
Mark Lyons & Josh Porter 

 
 
 
 
 

SERVING AT THE TABLE 
              Offering              Communion 
2/3 John Schrock  Mike Costea 
2/10 Rick Marker  John Schrock 
2/17 Dave Barndt  Rick Marker 
2/24 Bill Gerhart  Dave Barndt 

 
HOMEBOUND VISITATION 

East                        West 
2/3 Slope’s   Jim Moon 
2/10 Fisher’s   Blazin’s 
2/17 Meekins   Hill 
2/24 Frazier               Barndt’s 

 
MEDITATIONS 

2/3 Dane Cramer 
2/10 Shae Frazier 
2/17 Brandon Lambert 
2/24 Mike Costea 

 
PRAYER TEAM 

2/3 Karen Walters, Chris Mowry 
2/10 Mike & Karen Costea 
2/17 Matt & Sarah Rouch 
2/24 Jim Moon, Cheryl Clementi 
 

COMMUNION PREPARATION 
2/3 Mary Ann Riggs 
2/10 Kim Flick 
2/17 Jeff & Christy Hay 
2/24 April Morocco 

 
5:15 Team 

2/3 Cheryl Clementi 
2/10 Bill & Tammie Gerhart 
2/17 Chase Hill, Anne Onstead 
2/24 Mark & Molly Meekins 

 
VAN MINISTRY 

2/3 Brandon Lambert 
2/10 George Perras 
2/17 Rick Marker 
2/24 Terry Fisher 
 
 

 
 
 


