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THE SHEPHERDS VIEW 
     Thanksgiving 

It’s almost that time of year when we gather together with family and friends to celebrate Thanksgiving Day.  
It’s on that day when people are enjoying each other’s company, you can smell the turkey baking, and all the 
side dishes fill the air with the smell of the season.  Then you sit down to give thanks, fill yourself with a 
delicious meal, maybe watch football, or simply slip into a food coma.  We are truly blessed in this country. 
 
Here are a few interesting facts about Thanksgiving: 

1. The first Thanksgiving Day was held in 1621 and included 50 pilgrims and 90 Wampanoag Indians. 
2. The first Thanksgiving meal was eaten with spoons and knives as forks were not invented yet (they 

came into existence 10 years later). 
3. More than 46 million turkeys are consumed by Americans on Thanksgiving Day. Be thankful you are 

not a turkey because your chances of living until Thanksgiving Day are slim to none, unless the 
President pardons you. 

4. Every year the President pardons a turkey and saves it from being eaten.  That tradition started in 
1947 with President Truman. 

Although these are some fun and interesting facts the Bible also has a lot to say about giving thanks.  Let’s 
take a look at one scripture in particular. 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 says: Be joyful always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances, for 
this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.  Even though it is nice to gather together and celebrate 
Thanksgiving Day once a year, here Paul is talking about giving thanks in all circumstances.  If we truly look 
at that we can give thanks in all circumstances every hour, every day.  We start out the day giving thanks to 
God for the awesome God that He is and then we can give thanks in any circumstance that day provides.  For 
example, if we have good health that day, we can be thankful for our good health.  If we have plenty to eat 
that day, we can be thankful for our food.  If we have to shovel two feet of snow in front of our house, we can 
be thankful we have a warm house to live in and we are not homeless.  These are only a few examples but if 
we pay attention it becomes clear hour by hour, day by day, just how much we have to be thankful for. 
 
The Elders of First Christian Church are thankful that we can serve a Great God and the good people of First 
Christian Church and the people in our community.  So, as we celebrate this Thanksgiving Day be aware of 
those around you who might be alone or need a place for Thanksgiving dinner.  Be aware of all the blessings.  
As we celebrate Thanksgiving Day, may you enjoy your family and friends, and may God continue to pour out 
His blessings on you. 
 
 

 
 
 



THE PASTOR’S CORNER 
What is Church Membership 

 
 This has become one of the most common questions I get as a Pastor. To be honest it’s 
actually a really good question. After all, many churches are getting away from church membership. 
Then there is the logical point of “If I’m a member of the Kingdom, do I need to be a member of the 
church?”  
 As your Pastor there is only one thing that keeps me in the church membership boat. That one 
thing is accountability. When someone says yes to being a church member at FCC it’s a covenant 
that the Church will help spiritually guide you and speak truth into your life. On the other side the 
member is saying I’m fully committed to doing my part in making sure the church stays on mission in 
spreading the Gospel. So yes, I am saying as a member you have a voice in the matters of the church. 
The main reason is because you’re saying your committed, and therefore are held to a higher 
expectation.  
  

So, what is expected of a church member here at First Christian Church?  
 

1. Attend Church Regularly- You, as a baptized Christian and ordinary member of a church, are 
responsible to attend church regularly. Scripture could not be clearer about this fundamental 
responsibility so that you can give yourself to love and good works and encouragement. 
“And let us be concerned about one another in order to promote love and good works, not staying away 
from our worship meetings, as some habitually do, but encouraging each other, and all the more as you 
see the day drawing near.” (Heb. 10:24–25) 
 
2. Disciple Other Church Members-You, as a baptized Christian and ordinary member of a church, are 
responsible for protecting the gospel and the gospel’s ministry in your church by discipling other church 
members. Remember Ephesians 4:15–16. The church builds itself up in love as each part does its 
work. You have work to do to build up the church. And part of that includes the ministry of words. A few 
verses later, Paul says, “Speak the truth, each one to his neighbor, because we are members of one 
another” 
 
3. Share the Gospel with Outsiders.-You are an ambassador. Paul’s charge and example is worth 
repeating here: He has committed the message of reconciliation to us. Therefore, we are ambassadors 
for Christ, certain that God is appealing through us. We plead on Christ’s behalf, “Be reconciled to 
God.” (2 Cor. 5:19b–20) Every Christian has been reconciled, and thus every Christian has received 
this message of reconciliation. Therefore, we plead, and we pray for sinners to be reconciled to God. 
This, too, is a part of your job. The command to “Go and make disciples” belongs to you (Matt. 28:19). 
 
4. Follow Your Leaders- It is the Pastors and Elders job to equip the church with the tools to carry out 
the Gospel. This also means that you’re responsible to avail yourself of the elders’ instruction and 
counsel. However, with authority comes responsibility; as a member you have a part in the teaching. If I 
start teaching false gospel it’s your responsibility to act.  
 
5. More than 75 Minutes- Will you sit back and stay anonymous, doing little more than passively 
showing up for 75 minutes on Sundays? Or will you jump in with the hard and rewarding work of 
studying the gospel, building relationships, and making disciples? We need more hands for the harvest, 
so we hope you’ll join us in that work. 

 



FCC WOMEN 
      
Coming soon… 
 
Happenings – Class Reunion 

        Friday, November 16th  
    7:00 PM at the church 

 
For the Class Reunion please wear or bring something to 
represent the decade in which you graduated. We are also 

asking that you bring your senior picture if you can. Sign-up at the Information 
Station. 
 
Hayride was rained out… 
 
Once again, the weather got the best of us and our planned outdoor activity was 
moved indoors. We were scheduled to have a hayride at the Sherbine’s but moved to 
the church basement due to rain.  
 
Twenty-three women gathered for fun, food and a fall inspired craft. Some of us have 
innate crafting ability and others of us (me for example) were just glad to take 
something home that resembled the example Tammy Minnick showed us. If you have 
not checked out one of our Happenings yet give it a try. 
 
Coming up in December. Saturday, December 1st: Uptown Shopping Day and Cookie 
Tour. Meet at the church at 10:00AM 
 
Also save the date for our annual Women’s Retreat at Camp Christian. The dates are 
Friday, January 25-27th. The cost is $100. If you have questions or need financial help, 
please give me a call at 814-421-4725. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Devotional Thought: Nothing happens by accident. We need to 
make sure we are living intentional lives. As we enter into the 
last two months of 2018 and you look over the past year; where 
are you in your relationship with God?  Where have you grown 
in  your relationship with God this year? Now, looking forward 
to 2019, how do you want to grow in the coming year?  

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FCC MISSIONS: GO! 
by Anne Onstead 

 

We are gearing up to return to Costa Rica 
the summer of 2019. The dates for the 
trip are Saturday, July 6th – Friday, July 
12th. It is not too late if you are feeling the 
nudge to join the team. The deadline to 
join is Sunday, November 11th. At that 
time, you need to turn in a trip form 
along with a $100 deposit. Please see me 
for a trip form. 
 
M & M Tubes – this is our first fundraiser 
for the team. Tubes will be handed out 
during the November 4th service. Please 
enjoy a sweet treat on us and consider 
filling your tube with quarters (or any 
donation) and returning it to the church 
by Sunday, December 9th. All proceeds will 
be split evenly among those going on the 
trip. Thank you for your support.  
 

 
 
The Great Commission 
16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the 
mountain to which Jesus had directed 
them. 17 And when they saw him they worshiped 
him, but some doubted.18 And Jesus came and 
said to them, “All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore 
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in[b] the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe 
all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am 
with you always, to the end of the age.”  
Matthew 28:16 - 20 
 
 

 

CHRISTMAS GIFTS FOR THE 
CHILDREN OF GRUNDY 

MOUNTAIN MISSION SCHOOL 
 

 
     Grundy Mountain Mission School functions as a      
     full childcare facility (home, church and school)  
     for children with legitimate needs regardless of  
     the child’s race, age, color or creed. The school  
     is located in the mountains of Virginia. Grundy  
     Mountain Mission School exists entirely on the  
     generosity of supporters, they accept no  
     government funding.  GMMS faces daily  
     demands of feeding, clothing and educating  
     hundreds of students- most of whom will never  
     receive a care package from home.   
 

 
     The Deaconesses at FCC have contacted the  
     administrators of Grundy Mountain Mission  
     School about exact needs they may have.  They  
     stated three needs to us.  One is that they try  
     to provide Christmas Gifts to each resident  
     living at the Mission.   We offered to help out  
     with this need.  We have received 20 names of  
     children to provide Christmas Gifts for.  If you  
     would like to purchase gifts for a child, come  
     over to the Mission Table on November 4 and  
     November 11 and sign up.  You will receive  
     clothing sizes for your child and the number  
     one gift on their wish list.  Please consider  
     helping out a child this Christmas.  The other  
     two needs will be disclosed in December and  
     January. 
 

     For more  information on Grundy Mountain  
     Mission go to their web page at mmskids.org. 
 

 



 
October was a fantastic month for Thrive student ministries here at FCC. 

Our junior and senior high programming is in full swing as we head into 

the winter months and begin preparation for our winter conferences! Our 

senior high outing at Houston’s Haunted Hollows was a success, and our 

creepy crawly fear factor night for junior high students was a blast! 

Reminder, that Thrive student ministries is having a fundraiser on Friday, 

November 2nd at the Adult Night Out where all donations will go to help 

students attend winter conferences. In the month of November, no major events are happening apart 

from our regular youth group meetings from 7:00-8:30pm. However, we will not have youth group on 

Thanksgiving Day, which is Thursday, November 22nd. Thank you for your continued prayers and support 

of FCC student ministries!  Shae Frazier, Student Minister 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Trunk or Treat 
People – 739   Hot dogs - 300 

Hug drinks – 240  Chips - 360 bags 
Hot chocolate - 300 cups 

 
Showing the love of Jesus to God’s children in Somerset - PRICELESS! 

 
To all those who participated and helped with Trunk or Treat this year - THANK YOU!   

An event this big does not happen without your help. 
 

‘Twas the Night Before Christmas 
Children’s Christmas Play coming this December. 

 
Mark your calendars for Saturday, December 15th at 6:00 p.m. 
 
This is for all kids ages 2 through 5th grade. Sign up at the Kid’s 
Check-in table to participate.  Practices will be Saturday,  
December 8th at 10 a.m. and Friday, December 14th at 6 p.m.  
 
Tammy Schrock, Children’s Director 
 



 
 
ADULT NIGHT OUT 
Friday, November 2nd, 6:30pm.  Childcare will be provided for ages O – 5. 
 

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME 
     Fall Back – turn your clocks back one hour on November 4th before going to bed. 
 
DONUT SUNDAY 
    Join us for donuts and fellowship on Sunday, November 4th at 8:30am in fellowship hall.  
    Hosted by Bill & Tammie Gerhart. 
 

MONTHLY LEADERSHIP MEETING 
    Tuesday, November 13th at 6:00pm for Elders, Deacons & Deaconesses. 
 

 WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON BIBLE STUDY 
     Meets Wednesday, November 21st afternoon at the church from 1:00 – 2:00pm.  We  
     continue studying “The Lives of the Apostles”. 
 

T.N.T. FALL FUN 
    Our Dynamite Seniors meet on Wednesday, November 21st  at Kings Restaurant at 11:00am  
    for a Dutch Treat lunch.  Join us for food, fellowship, and laughs. See Sandy Pyle with  
    questions. 
 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 
    Thursday, November 22nd for Thanksgiving.  The office will reopen on Monday, November  
    26th.  We wish you a blessed Thanksgiving filled with thankfulness and love. 
 
ONLINE GIVING IS STILL AVAILABLE 
    Eliminate the Sunday morning fumbling around with your check, cash or an envelope by   
    setting up ONLINE GIVING.  You can do it in six easy steps.  It’s easy!!!! 

o Go to www.somersetfirstchristian.org 
o Click: Online Giving 
o Enter the amount you want to give to the church 
o Enter the frequency you want to give (weekly, monthly, one time) 
o Enter the date your offering is to be withdrawn from your checking or savings 

account (don’t forget to enter it in your checkbook as well) 
o Click continue and set up your online giving information (bank, bank acct. #, etc.) 

    Want or need assistance setting it up?  Call Cheryl in the office 814-445-8112.  She will be  
    glad to assist you.  The church will receive an email with your name & donation amount  
    on the date you set up the transaction.  No other information is shared with the church. 



 
Adult Sunday School Campaign 

Through November 11th the Adult Sunday school classes will be collecting signed Christmas cards 
(without envelopes) for our troops in Iraq and Afghanistan. A box is available in the Ladies, the 99 & 
Under, Pastor Chase & Jim Moon’s classrooms. 
 
Those serving our country appreciate knowing that they haven’t been forgotten, especially over the 
holidays.  Please feel free to write a personal note, some scripture and the name of the church you 
attend.  Please send as many cards as you would like! 
 
The cards will be collected on November 11th and sent oversees via the Somerset Military Support 
Group.  If you have any questions, please see Joyce Lee. 
 
Thank you and let’s fill those boxes! 
 

November Sanctuary Flowers 
Nov. 4  In memory of Henry & Sara Ash. 
  In memory of Linda Beal from family. 
Nov. 11 In memory of Jan Jubin. 
  In honor of all our Veterans at FCC. 
Nov. 18 In memory of Sarah Meredith given by her sister Mildred Will. 
  In memory of Clarence Hoffman’s birthday from family. 
Nov. 25 No flowers ordered. If you would like to order flowers,  

please call the church office at 814-445-8112.  Cost is $20 per vase. 
 

 

2019 Flower Charts are now 
available on the bulletin board 
located in the alley entrance. 



 
 
WEEKLY 
SUNDAY:  Sunday school, 9:00am  MONDAY:     sHebrews, 7:15am 

Worship service, 10:00am       20 Something Small Group,  
  Small Group, 6:00-7:30pm      6:30pm 
  FCC Kids, 6:00-7:30pm       Rouch Small Group, 6:30pm 
 
TUESDAY: Walters Small Group, 6:00pm WEDNESDAY: FCC Small Group, 1:00pm 

             Bells, 5:30pm  
   Choir, 6:30pm 
   Praise Band, 7:30pm 

 
THURSDAY: Cramer Small Group, 6:00pm FRIDAY:     Office Closed 

Junior & Senior High        Thompson Small Group,  
THRIVE, 7:00-8:30pm        6:00pm 

----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
MONTHLY 

 
Nov. 2  Adult Night Out, 6:30pm. 
Nov. 3  Daylight Savings time – Fall Back!  Turn clocks back one- hour before  

going to bed.  
 Nov. 4  Donut Sunday, 8:30am. 
   Mission Corps meeting after church. 
 Nov. 6  Hall reserved, 7:00-9:00pm. 
 Nov. 11 Costa Rica Organization Meeting after church. 

Nov. 13 Leadership Meeting for Elders, Deacons & Deaconesses, 6:00pm. 
 Nov. 16 Happenings Class Reunion, 7:00pm (See Women’s Ministry article on  

page 4). 
 Nov. 21 TNT Fall Fun at King’s, 11:00am. 
 Nov. 22 Church Office closed for Thanksgiving. 
   Jr. & Sr. High THRIVE will not meet this evening. 
 Nov. 24 Church Kitchen reserved 3:00-4:00pm. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------- 

PRAISES! 
• Alex Knepper & Nick Petrilla were married on October 13th. 
• Shae Frazier was ordained into ministry on October 15th. 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NURSERY: SUNDAY SCHOOL 
11/4 Megan Hill, Ann King 
11/11 Tom & Tammy Minnick 
11/18 Tammy Schrock, Hannah Slope 
11/25 George Perras & Teckla Miller 
 

KIDS SUNDAY SCHOOL 
11/4 Tammie & Bill Gerhart 
11/11 Dave & Denise Ferris 
11/18 Becky Knopsnider, John Bollman 
11/25 Chris Mowry, Stan King 
 

NURSERY: WORSHIP SERVICE 
11/4 Matt & Sarah Rouch 
11/11 Teresa Baker, Donna Kern 
11/18 Tiffany St. Clair, Barb Kleinert 
11/25 Georgiann Blazin & Mark Meekins 
 

TINY TOTS NURSERY 
11/4 Rachel Davis, Lori Miller 
11/11 Jody Jurgevich, Jen Miller 
11/18 Denise Grove, Lauren Baker 
11/25 Karamie & Dylan Johnson 
 

WEE WORSHIP 
11/4 Melissa Wilson, Deb Barndt 
11/11 Molly Meekins , Cheryl Clementi 
11/18 Mary & Steve Gerhard 
11/25 Tracey & Roger Baer 
 

JUNIOR CHURCH 
11/4 Rick Marker, Tim Baker 
11/11 Christy Hay, Erin Baker 
11/18 Jesse & John Landis 
11/25 Shae Frazier, Anna Meyers 
 

INFORMATION/CAFÉ 
Sandy Pyle & Delores Shaulis 

 

GREETERS 
Cynthia Cramer/Debi Kaufman 

 & Mary Ann Riggs 
 

PARKING LOT GREETERS 
Mark Lyons & Josh Porter 

 

AV TEAM 
To be determined. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SERVING AT THE TABLE 
              Offering              Communion 
11/4 Rick Marker  John Schrock 
11/11 Dave Barndt  Rick Marker 
11/18 Bill Gerhart  Dave Barndt 
11/25 Karl Sherbine  Bill Gerhart 
 

HOMEBOUND VISITATION 
      East                       West 
11/4 Costea’s  Barndt’s 
11/11 Gerhart’s  Chase Hill 
11/18 Schrock’s  Knepper’s 
11/25 Pyle’s   Rick Marker 
 

MEDITATIONS  
11/4 Anne Onstead 
11/11 Chris Mowry 
11/18 Chase Hill 
11/25 Youth Sunday 
 

PRAYER TEAM  
11/4 Karen Walters, Chris Mowry 
11/11 Mike & Karen Costea 
11/18 Matt & Sarah Rouch 
11/25 Jim Moon, Cheryl Clementi 
 

COMMUNION PREPARATION 
11/4 Jen Riggs 
11/11 Kim Flick 
11/18 Jeff & Christy Hay 
11/25 Arlene DeArmitt 
 

5:15 Team 
11/4 Jim & Kimberly Onder 
11/11 Bill & Tammie Gerhart 
11/18 Chase Hill, Anne Onstead 
11/25 Mark & Molly Meekins 
 

VAN MINISTRY 
11/4 Brandon Lambert 
11/11 George Perras 
11/18 Rick Marker 
11/25 Terry Fisher 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


