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It is that time of year when things are starting to slow down, but are becoming busy at the same time. The
leaves are almost all off the trees, the grass is done growing for the season, and outside chores are wrapping
up. The cool weather is making most things dormant to prepare for winter's cold months. This time of year is a
signal that holiday seasons are approaching quickly. Holidays are great traditions to celebrate. The
Thanksgiving holiday kicks off a fun time of year when many friends and families gather. A few days after
Thanksgiving is the next Pennsylvania "holiday:" deer season. Deer season brings many people into camps all
over our state. Local hunters, as well as out of state hunters, gather in preparation for "opening morning." All
hunters look forward to another chance to harvest that buck of a lifetime. Then comes Christmas, with the
traditions, tastes, and trappings that help us remember our Savior's quiet entrance into this world. New Year's
Eve tags along at the end of the excitement with its own menu and customs. In the midst of all of these busy
holidays, it can become too easy to put our faith and our church community on the back burner. It is important
that we remember our priorities and let the ways in which we spend our time reflect them. There will never be a
Thanksgiving meal delicious enough to bring peace. A Christmas tree, no matter how glorious, cannot offer
salvation. Even the biggest trophy buck can't satisfy a soul. These holidays are wonderful ways to connect with
family and make great memories, but they should never consume our lives and cause us to stray from God. If
we have time for the activities and traditions that society uses to define this time of year, then we have time to
study God's Word, pray diligently, and serve others through our church community. Balance is key, and a
mature Christian will gratefully enjoy fun, earthly activities while continuing to work for The Lord.
While nature becomes dormant in preparation for winter, we Christians cannot sit and become dormant. So,
cook a turkey, decorate a tree, watch the ball drop, and if you see the buck of a lifetime you should absolutely
harvest him! Just remember to give the same excitement, enthusiasm, and time to God.
James 2:14-17 tells us:

“What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can that faith save him?
If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be
warmed and filled,” without giving them the things needed for the body, what good is that? So also faith by
itself, if it does not have works, is dead.”
Our church is a busy community full of projects big and small. There are opportunities to grow and to serve.
What is God calling you to enjoy with Him this holiday season?
Yours in Christ,
Matt Rouch
MIKE COSTEA HELPING HANDS MINITRY

If you are willing to help others, fill out a Mike Costea Helping Hands form located next to the
information station and the stairs. There are also forms to fill out if you know of a need. You can put
these in the offering plate or give them to Tom Minnick.
**The janitorial position has been filled by the Green Clean Janitorial company. They will be cleaning the inside of
the church and Stan Supranowicz will be doing the outside work.

Some years ago, a friend gave me this story.

During the 1800s, a famous organist traveled from town to town across America giving concerts.
It was in the days of the old pump organs, so in each town he hired a boy to work the pump behind the
organ during the concert. After a performance in one town, the organist couldn’t shake the young boy he
had hired. As the organist walked toward his hotel in the cool of the evening, the boy beamed up at him.
“We sure had a great concert tonight, didn’t we?” “You mean I had a great concert tonight,” replied the
maestro. “You only pumped the organ. Now, go home!”
The next night the organist gave another concert in the same town, and once again the boy
worked the bellows behind the scenes. The opening piece of the concert was a beautiful fugue by Bach.
But as the performer masterfully attacked the notes of the second piece, the music suddenly stopped, his
rapid fingering bringing nothing more than a faint clicking sound from the keyboard. That’s when the little
boy stuck his head around the corner of the organ, smiled and said to the maestro, “We aren’t having a
very good concert tonight, are we?”
What a great way to make the point on how important we each are to the church, the body of
Christ. Ephesians 4:16 says, “From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting
ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.” Paul writes in 1 Cor. 12:12, 15,
21: The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form
one body. So it is with Christ. … If the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the
body,” it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. … The eye cannot say to the hand, “I
don’t need you!” And the head cannot say to the feet, “I don’t need you!”
Paul is telling us that we as a church each have a vital part to play. I like to view a church as
having at least five roles: 1. The church is like a marriage. We are the bride of Christ. (See Eph. 5:25.) 2.
The church is like a family. We offer supportive friendships. (See Acts 4:32-35.) 3. The church is like a
hospital. (See Acts 2:43.) 4. The church is like a university. (See Acts 19:9-10.) 5. The church is like an
army. We go on missions. We serve and help the needy. (See Acts 13:2,3.) We fight demonic powers.
(See Eph. 6:12.)

The

As I have thought about the church in general and about our church in particular, some dreams have come
to my mind. I want to pastor a church that is impacting more than just the members in it. I want to see First
Christian Church have a significant impact on the whole county. I see us as a center for life change. By
teaching Biblical truth, people will be given preventative medicine for spiritual, mental, and relational health.
By age-appropriate programs, people will find God and abundant life through caring and loving
relationships. I see us bringing healing to those wounded by dysfunctional families and abusive parents. We
don’t want just a children’s program; we want a ministry that brings healing and long-term spiritual
commitment to children. We don’t want just a youth meeting, we want life-changing ministry to youth. I see
nn
us as a center for people learning God’s Word. I see us as a center for prayer. I see us having an emphasis
on small groups where people can be known personally and prayed for individually. I see this church building
self-esteem and showing people how to love and relate in a healthy way. We are a hospital. I see a church
that trains people not just to come to church on Sunday but to be involved in ministry all through the week.
We are a mission-minded church and will support ministries around the world. I picture a people who are
giving people for we know that it is impossible for a person to “out-give” God. Our worship is not dull and
dry but comes from a heart that is in love with the living God. We want to touch every aspect of human
experience, beginning with the spiritual. We want people to have better marriages, stronger families, and
learn to handle their money wisely. We want to train people in healthy eating and exercise. No person left
behind. No one who comes here should ever feel alone again. I picture a church on fire for God, filled with
the Holy Spirit and spreading the gospel so effectively that it makes it hard for anyone from Somerset County
to go to hell. We have given our lives to God. We’re fully devoted to Christ. Therefore, we will do whatever we
can, whenever we can, for as long as we can, with whatever we have, to do the ministry God has called us to
do. We are the church.
Brent Williams
The Costa Rica Mission Trip
Sat. July 9 to Fri. July 15, 2022 7 Days
Praying Pelican Mission is organizing this trip and we’re going to the same church we went to a few years ago with Pastor
Edgar.
Cost: $1,300 includes transportation, food and lodging. ($600 for the week in Costa Rica, $700 round trip air fare)
We have room for ten people to go. It is a “floor trip” so we will sleep on mats in the church on the floor instead of in a
hotel. The trip includes work projects, VBS with the kids, and participating in church activities. You do not need to know
Spanish, but you will need to have a Passport and you’ll need to purchase medical insurance.
You can find out more on the Praying Pelican web site. There are some release forms you will need to fill out later. Teens
under 18 years of age can only go if accompanied by a parent.
Pastor Brent Williams is leading this trip, so let him know if you are interested.

Building Courage
In youth Sunday school the youth have been memorizing 1 Timothy 2:7 which says, “For God has not given
us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.” I feel that this verse speaks to the current theme we
are promoting within our youth ministry. On Sunday mornings we’ve been studying the book of Acts and looking at
how the early believers lived out their faith with tremendous courage placed in them by the Holy Spirit. We know that
same courage is available to us today and that living out our God-given callings will require that courage every day.
On Thursday nights at youth group, we have been teaching about prayer as warfare. Prayer is where we need to be
fighting our battles. The youth have learned about different ways to pray including personal prayer, praying the
Scripture, the Lord’s prayer, praying prayers written by others, prayer walking, prayer by laying on of hands, and out
loud prayer. We desire to see the youth deepen their relationship with God by developing a courageous prayer life.
This next month we are going to be talking about how the Christian faith sometimes holds different values from our
culture. God is our authority, and we can trust what the Bible says. We will explore how youth can love others without
compromising their values and beliefs.
In October, the youth had several great events. We went to a night corn maze and had to use flashlights (and
the glowsticks provided by Judi) to find several stations within the maze and then make it to the exit. We are not still
stuck in the maze, so we were successful. The youth also took a trip to the store to buy items for the Samaritan’s
Purse Operation Christmas Child boxes. They did a wonderful job picking out special gifts and creating boxes that will
be sent to children around the world. Last week the youth helped build a cardboard maze in the church fellowship hall.
Their energy and muscle were much appreciated as there were tables to set up and lots of cardboard to be arranged.
On the night of trunk-or-treat at our church, several of the youth helped give out candy and guide kids through the
maze. We were so grateful to have our youth involved and such a big help to our children’s ministry.
I would like to ask our congregation to join the youth on our journey to live as courageous Christians. Are
there any youth in your family or in your neighborhood? Do you have coworkers with teenage kids? Please invite them
to our youth group and our youth Sunday school class. Or if you give me their information, I would be more than
happy to reach out and personally invite them myself. The youth of today need Jesus and we need the youth. They are
a vital part of our church. Also, I want to encourage any parents out there to bring your youth an hour early to church
so they can come to the youth Sunday school class. It is a time where we dive deep into the Bible and pursue maturity
in the Christian faith. Of all the things your youth does during the week, this one hour could be the most important.

Jana Williams

UPCOMING CHILDREN & YOUTH EVENTS
Kids Sunday school: Grades K-6 meet in the youth wing. 9:00am Sundays
Youth Sunday school: Grades 7-12 Meet in the Lounge on the second floor. 9:00am
THRIVE Youth Group meets in the fellowship hall from 7- 8:30pm.

STUDY GROUPS
SHEBREWS WOMEN’S DEVOTION TIME
Join Judi Mickey at 7:15am on Zoom Monday’s. Meeting ID:
811 0433 1341 PW: mickey
LADIES THURSDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY
Every Thursday at 9:00 AM at rotating homes. Please
watch “The Loop” and the weekly bulletin for weekly
locations We are unwrapping a word a week using Cleere
Cherry Reaves devotional Focus: How One Word a Week
Will Transform Your Life.
THURSDAY SMALL GROUP
Meets at the Cramer’s Home (130 W. Union, Smst ) at
6:30 PM. No dinner. Bring your Bible and own drink.

UPCOMING EVENTS
WOMEN’S HAPPENINGS
*Progressive Dinner in Berlin Saturday, Nov. 13th at 5:30
PM. Please sign up at the Information Station by Sunday,
Nov. 7th if you plan on attending. Also sign up if you need
a ride.
*Ladies mark your calendars for the Ladies Christmas
Dinner party Dec. 5th at 5PM in the church Fellowship Hall.
TNT LUNCH
*Wednesday, Nov. 17th at King’s Restaurant 11AM.
*Also mark your calendars for the annual TNT Christmas
Luncheon (for seniors, 55+) on Wed., Dec. 15th at the
Country Club, Somerset.
WALK THRU THE OLD TESTAMENT SEMINAR
Sat., Nov. 20th from 9AM to noon. Location: Jennerstown
United Methodist Church, 1673 E. Pits St., Jennerstown.
Cost: $10 Meet at church at 8:30AM to take the church
van. This seminar is led by an expert teacher. You will learn
so much and gain insights into the Old Testament.
KIDS CHRISTMAS PLAY
The Children’s Christmas Play will be on Sunday, Dec. 12th
at 6PM. The children will be practicing the month of
November after church service. Please see Karen Costea
for more information.

OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES
GRUNDY MOUNTAIN MISSION CHRISTMAS GIFTS
We are collecting money this year to purchase Christmas
gifts for 6 students. If you would like to help by donating
money for the gifts, please place a check or money
(designated to Grundy Christmas Gifts) in an envelope in
the offering plate. We need the money by Nov. 13th.
SAMARITAN’S PURSE CHRISTMAS CHILD SHOEBOX
*Fill a shoebox for a child. We have foldable shoeboxes
available. It is $9 per box to cover shipping/booklet. These
gifts go to children around the world.
*Pastor Brent also needs volunteers to take shifts
collecting Samaritan Purse Shoeboxes at church from Nov.
15th-22nd. Please sign up for a slot at the Information
Station.
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CARD
Nov. 3rd – 14th. Sign a card and place it in the box at the
Information Station. The cards will go to our military troops
around the world.
BLOOD DRIVE
Our next Blood Drive will be Thursday, Dec. 2nd from noon
to 6PM at church. Please take an hour and donate a lifesaving blood gift of blood.
COSTA RICA MISSION TRIP
Will be Sat., July 9th – Friday, July 15th, 2022 (7 days).
Praying Pelican Mission is organizing this trip. We will be
returning to the same church we went to several years ago
with pastor Edgar. Cost: $1,300 (Includes flights, food and
lodging). Talk to Pastor Brent if interested. We will have
our first meeting on Sun., Dec. 5th at 11:15 AM downstairs
in the Fellowship Hall.

UPCOMING COMMITTEE MEETINGS
YOUTH AND COMMITTEE MEETING
Tuesday, November 2nd at the church 6pm
MONTHLY LEADERSHIP MEETING
Tuesday, November 9 th at 6pm.
MONTHLY ELDERS PRAYER MEETING
Tuesday, November 23rd at 6pm.

SERVING AT THE TABLE
Offering
11/7 Matt Rouch
11/14 Tom Minnick
11/21 Karl Sherbine
11/28 Shane Lenhart

Communion
Reuben Watson
Matt Rouch
Tom Minnick
Tom Minnick

COMMUNION PREPARATION
11/7 Rita F.
11/14 Ginger D.
11/21 Jeff H.
11/28 April M.
PRAYER TEAM
11/7
Reuben W.
11/14 Anne W.
11/21 Sarah R.
11/28 Dane C.

MEDITATION
11/7 Mary Gerhard
11/14 Stan Supranowicz
11/21 Deb Kaufman
11/28 Anne Williams

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHILDRENS TEAM (Age 4 – Grade 5)
11/7 Christy Hay
11/14 Christy Hay
11/21 Denise Grove
11/28 Christy Hay
CHURCH NURSERY
The nursery is open every Sunday for your convenience,
but parents are asked to stay with their children at this
time.
JUNIOR CHURCH TEAM (Age 4 – Grade 5)
11/7 Sue S. & Mike S.
11/14 John & Jesse Landis
11/21 Mary & Steve G.
11/28 Sarah & Matt R.
SANCTUARY FLOWERS
11/14 In memory of Jan Jubin by family
11/21 In memory of Clarence Hoffman’s birthday

JOB OPENING

First Christian Church will have a job opening in the coming months for a part-time (25 hours per
week) office administrator to run the church office. Typical hours are Monday – Friday. 9 am – 2
pm. This position is responsible to fulfill the day-to-day affairs of the church while performing
general office work. The job includes dealing with banking, paying bills, & financial record
keeping. For more information go to somersetfirstchristian.org or it is posted on Indeed and
Facebook jobs. Our present Office Administrator is going to have a baby.

NURSERY UPDATE - The nursey is open every Sunday for your convenience, but parents are asked to stay
with their child at this time.
KIDS CLASS: For grades K – 6 meet in the Youth wing behind the baptistry.
YOUTH CLASS: For grades 7-12 meets on the second floor in the Lounge. Teachers: Jana Williams and
Judi Mickey
GOLDEN ACHIEVERS CLASS: For adults meets in the classroom in front of the café. Topic: Ecclesiastes.
Teacher: Pastor Brent.
99 and UNDER SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS: Is for anyone age 99 & Under. The class meets downstairs in the
fellowship hall. Topic: Book of Acts. Teacher: Dane Cramer.
WOMEN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS: Topic: The Twelve Disciples. You can pick up a book at the class for
$5. Meets upstairs above the Information Station.

