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Autumn Reflection From The Heart
While sitting in my tree stand in the fall, my thoughts often turn to the joy of experiencing God’s wonderful and perfect creation. When the
first light of day peeks through the treetops of a new day opening or when the fresh breath of cool air renews my senses and awakens
the creations of the woods. Then there are the evenings when the last rays of sunlight give way to the darkness and solitude of the end
of the day.
They’re times I spend alone in the quiet and beautiful wonder of God’s great creation are the times when I feel closest to my Heavenly
Father. These times I can pray, sing his praises and just sit back and listen to the words he lays on my heart. Have you ever experienced
times like these? If not, go for a walk. In the woods or just sit under the stars at night and listen to the sounds and wonders of God’s
Great Creation. Quiet your mind and soul and just listen to God’s words. One thing I learned while deer hunting is to simply be in his
presence. I call it “ The Harvest Of Truths”.
More important than the hunt, are the greater lessons about life, I have bagged that are now mounted on the walls of my heart. These
trophies are the result of “think time”. The hours of waiting are never wasted as you can draw amazing comparisons between what
happens in the woods and what takes place in life. I have come upon needed changes in my life that have made me better equipped to
accomplish tasks like being a better husband, father, worker, and a faithful friend.
I am sure that you have interes other than hunting that have a wonderful effect on your life, but because of distractions you have
forgotten how to enjoy them. How long has it been since you spent quality time with your spouse or family members? Do you have a
friendship that needs to be rekindled? How long has it been since you genuinely communed with our Father in Heaven, the way you did
when you first gave your life to him?
Life is a breath of fresh air. Take time to stop and smell the roses, renew your life and walk with your Creator, the giver of eternal life.
Find time to quiet your spirit before him and listen to what your Father has in store for your journey.

Isaiah 40:30 says “They that wait upon the Lord will renew their strength, they will mount up with the wings as eagles, they will run and
not grow weary, they will walk and not faint”
Yours in Christ,
Terry Fisher

MIKE COSTEA HELPING HANDS MINITRY

If you are willing to help others, fill out a Mike Costea Helping Hands form located next to the
information station and the stairs. There are also forms to fill out if you know of a need. You can put
these in the offering plate or give them to Tom Minnick.

**The janitorial position has been filled by the Green Clean Janitorial company. They will be cleaning the inside of
the church and Stan Supranowicz will be doing the outside work.

I want to thank all the people who have been involved in the church this last month. We had a busy calendar with many
events: running the Buckwheat Pancake booth at the Mountain Craft Days, starting up small groups, doing a Red Cross
Blood Drive, Loretta Wilmoth’s memorial, starting up the Backpack ministry, doing a trip to Ligonier, a trip to the 9-11
Chapel, and so many other things. Thank you to all who volunteered and participated. This month will also be busy with the
small groups continuing and our Trunk or Treat outreach on Oct. 28. I’m so glad that people are choosing to serve in
these various ways. This life is short, and we should use our time in the best possible way. I want to share three stories
with you that helped me see the importance of living the way I know I should live.
Tim Keller in the book, Preaching to the Heart, tells the following story:

My brother-in-law would never wear a seat belt in the car. I berated him for it. Then one day he picked me up at the
airport, and he had on his seat belt. I asked, “What happened? What changed you?” My brother-in-law said: “I went to visit
a friend of mine in the hospital who was in a car accident and went through the windshield. He had two or three hundred
stitches in his face. I said to myself, “I’d better wear my seat belt.’” “Did you not know that if you didn’t wear your seat belt
you would go through the windshield if you had an accident?” I asked. “Of course I knew it,” he said. “When I went to the
hospital to see my friend, I got no new information, but the information I had became new. The information got real to my
heart and finally sank down and affected the way I live.”
The second story is from Luke 16:19-31. It is the story of the rich man and Lazarus. The rich man goes to hell and
Lazarus goes to heaven. The rich man asks, “Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his
finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.” When that can’t be done the rich man asks
Abraham to send Lazarus back to earth to warn his brothers. Abraham replies, “If they do not listen to Moses and the
Prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.” Some people do not wear their seat belts and
some people to not prepare for the afterlife. They don’t care. They have no fear. They don’t think about it. They may have
all the information about heaven and hell, but it hasn’t sunk down into their hearts.
The third story is a true story I heard from my mother a few years ago. She knows a young man named Jason who had a
grandmother who was dying and in the hospital. Her husband had already passed away. Her husband had been a devote
Christian and a Gideon (they pass out Bibles). But she had not been so dedicated. She went to church when her husband
was alive in order to please him. But her focus in life was gardening. Now she was unable to speak and about to die. My
mother told Jason that people can often still hear what is being said. He should sit with her and hold her hand and tell her
of good memories. My mother also told him that if she raised her hands or looked up it was a sign that she was passing
on into the next world. Jason came back and thanked my mother for her advice. He had done as she said and was
holding his grandmother’s hand when all of a suddenly, she let go of his hand, her arms shot up and she screamed in a
terrified voice, “Don’t let them take me.” Then she died.

The L

Jason was shocked and suddenly understood what the Bible said all along. There is a heaven and a hell. There is a
judgement. Jason had the information, but he wasn’t living like it was real until this experience with his grandmother. What
about you? You know what the Bible teaches. Don’t just put off serving God. Make him the most important thing in your
life and follow him with all your heart. I pray that the information you already have will become real. What we are doing at
church is serious. It has eternal consequences. It is even more important than wearing your seat belt.

Brent Williams
nn

The Costa Rica Mission Trip
Sat. July 9 to Fri. July 15, 2022 7 Days
Praying Pelican Mission is organizing this trip and we’re going to the same church we went to a few years ago with Pastor
Edgar.
Cost: $1,300 includes transportation, food and lodging. ($600 for the week in Costa Rica, $700 round trip air fare)
We have room for ten people to go. It is a “floor trip” so we will sleep on mats in the church on the floor instead of in a
hotel. The trip includes work projects, VBS with the kids, and participating in church activities. You do not need to know
Spanish, but you will need to have a Passport and you’ll need to purchase medical insurance.
You can find out more on the Praying Pelican web site. There are some release forms you will need to fill out later. Teens
under 18 years of age can only go if accompanied by a parent.
Pastor Brent Williams is leading this trip, so let him know if you are interested.

The Seed Vision by Brent Williams
In January I cast a vision for this church and I want to keep people aware that we have a plan and a purpose that we are following. This is
what I wrote nine months ago:

It is a new year and the timing seems right for a fresh vision. My thought is that the church needs three visions for 1) This time of the
pandemic 2) The time after the pandemic, when we’re back to normal and 3) The time after normal. My vision for this time of pandemic
is Put Down Roots as a Seed in the Ground. Because we are limited in being able to get together, it is a time for each church member to
draw close to God in prayer like a seed hidden in the dark dirt. I want to encourage people to go deep in their individual walk with God
putting down spiritual roots. Also, to encourage people to stay connected as best we can.
The second vision is looking forward to the time when the pandemic is over, and we are back to normal. I think of this time as a Seed
Sprouting and Growing. At that time the vision is to rebuild a balanced, healthy church with six main parts: 1. Worship, 2. Fellowship, 3.
Evangelism, 4. Christian Education, 5. Compassion (meet needs), 6. Prayer.
We would have the small groups meet in a six-week series like before and I'd write a biblical study of these six topics. We would
encourage people to come back to church and get involved. We would have special events to connect to non-Christians. (I hope this
stage can come soon, within 3-6 months with the vaccines on the way.)
The third vision stage is for after we are established back as a healthy balanced church, to go for a time of blossoming. This vision is to
pursue the presence of God. To go beyond being a “normal” church and experience God in a powerful, supernatural way. This is not
possible by human planning, but it only comes if God sovereignly shows up. We can pray for it and seek him, but my vision is for revival
to break out. This church was born in revival 191 years ago and I’d love to see it repeat. When a plant is fully grown, it bears fruit. I have
a dream that First will bear much fruit. I am following through on this plan. In September we started up small groups and they are going

through a DVD series that covers the six values, with a special focus on evangelism. I want to keep this vision in front of you. We are in
part two. This is our focus right now—rebuilding a solid, healthy church around six values.
1) We are obligated to “Worship the Lord your God; and serve him only.” (Matt. 4:10). We want to be a church that experiences God.
Our view must not be on “singing songs” but worshipping God. We want to emphasis intimacy with God in Sunday worship, at prayer
meeting, and in our personal lives. Our purpose as created beings is to worship. John in Revelation 7:9 says, “There before me was a
great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and in front of the
Lamb.” All God’s children from around the world will worship him. “All the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders
and the four living creatures. They fell down on their faces before the throne and worshiped God.” (Rev. 7:11) We are to make worship a
priority in our church.
2) We will be a church that teaches the Bible for all ages. This is done in the service and in small groups and in Sunday school classes.
Jesus said, “Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.” (Matt. 4:4) This is Christian
Education.
3) Hebrews 10:25 says, “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—
and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” We want to be a church that builds close friendships. We want to encourage
fellowship by having fun socials. I envision a church that is busy all week long with many kinds of meetings such as sports, board games,
hobbies, senior events, youth events, children’s events, women’s events, men’s events, mission outreaches, and much more. We call this
Fellowship. On Sept. 26 we are having another fellowship event at the church. Come at 5 pm with a picnic dinner to eat together outside
(weather permitting) in our playground and then at 6 pm we’ll watch a fantastic movie, the true story of Mully, a millionaire in Kenya who
started as a street kid then later gave it all up to obey God and run an orphanage.
4) We will be a church that does evangelism. We don’t want to grab people who are going to other churches. Real evangelism is going
after the unchurched. Jesus commanded us to “Go into all the world and make disciples.” (Matt. 28:19). You win people by caring about
them and meeting their needs. Small groups are focused on this topic right now.
5) We will be a church that does compassion ministry such as giving out food, helping the poor, giving money to missions, going on
mission trips. We already do this well. In Galatians 2:10 Paul remembers when the Jerusalem church told him: “All they asked was that we
should continue to remember the poor, the very thing I was eager to do.” Our church is doing the Backpack ministry which gives food to
the kids at school from poor families. Nov. 15-21 we’ll be a collection center for Samaritan Purse’s Christmas Shoebox Ministry. Also, our
next Red Cross Blood Drive is Thurs. Dec. 2 noon to 6pm.
6) Jesus said, “My house shall be called a house of prayer.” (Matt. 21:13) We want be known as a praying church. We want to make
prayer a vital part of the ministry. Every group should incorporate prayer in their meetings.
Keep those six values in mind as our church enters the fall. First Christian Church is blessed. Although we’ve been dealing with a
pandemic, we have a wonderful facility in a great location. We want to grow deeper in our worship of God. We want to grow wider in our
outreach to people. We want to keep up with the times. We want to reach children and youth. We want to be more devoted to prayer and
more committed to discipleship. It is healthy to look back and be grateful, but we should also look forward with expectancy. In the next
ten years we want God to expand our church and our influence. In Philippians 3:14 Paul says, “I press on toward the goal.” God has
more in store for you and for First. It is OK to count the years, but now, let’s make the years count.

I am so grateful and appreciative for the time I get to spend with our youth because it keeps me up with the current trends. For instance,
that “GM” is short for “Good morning” and “GN” is short for “Good Night”. Thank you Bre!!!
Is that important? Absolutely not because it’ll probably change next week now that I’m up to speed. However, it brings to mind some ideas
for short topics to share with the kids at youth group like when is taking a shortcut okay? Remember the story of the old prophet and the
young prophet in I Kings 13? It’s one of the strangest stories in the entire Old Testament. In this story, God sends a young prophet to curse
the idolatrous altar that Jeroboam has built at Bethel. God has told him not to eat or drink until he returns to Judah. On his way home,
though, the young prophet encounters an old prophet who lies to him, claiming that an angel has told him that the young prophet is
supposed to eat in the old prophet’s house.
The young prophet agrees to come with him, and in mid-meal, the old prophet prophesies that the young prophet will die because of his
disobedience. Indeed, on the way home, the young prophet is attacked and killed by a lion. The old prophet, so far as we know, is never
punished, even though his lie cost the life of another.
Wow! There are a lot of life lessons in that story and lessons we all need reminded of on a regular basis. The parallel I draw from that story
for our kids is the seemingly harmless power of “social media influencers” have over our kids. You probably have the same question I asked
to the kids as we talked one night, “Is that an actual thing, being an influencer and can you make money at it?” Believe it or not the answer
is “Yes”, and it appears the only qualification you have to have is an “appealing message” that catches the attention of the virtual world.
That scared me to death! Then I discovered there aren’t only “influencers” there are “mega-influencers”. Mega influencers are the people
with a vast number of followers on their social networks. Although there are no fixed rules on the boundaries between the different types of
followers, a common view is that mega-influencers have more than 1 million followers on at least one social platform. Many mega-influencers
are celebrities who have gained their fame offline – movie stars, sportspeople, musicians, and even reality television stars.
Are you thinking right now, “Oh, it’s harmless. It doesn’t mean anything.” Is it harmless? The young prophet thought it was “harmless” to
have a meal with someone who appeared to be wise, and it led to his death. Do you know who is influencing your child? The good news is
the story of Jesus changes everything! As Christians, we have the capability of influencing those around us by the way we live – with love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness… tools we all possess!
Our children and youth need our encouragement to recognize the tremendous opportunity they have to influence their friends, family, and
those they interact with every day. I’m so fortunate to be a volunteer on an awesome team! Our hearts are aligned with one purpose – to
create a place of acceptance, love and joy while pointing students to Jesus. We all feel this purpose deep in our spirits. And the best part is
we’re not alone. We’re in community, serving alongside one another. Please prayerfully consider volunteering in one of our children and/or
youth programs. Start simple. I did. I thought I was really going out on a limb volunteering to be an assistant in the nursery during VBS over
25 years ago. The only thing our children and youth program is missing is you!
1 Thessalonians 5:12-15 from The Message
The Way He Wants You to Live
And now, friends, we ask you to honor those leaders who work so hard for you, who have been given the responsibility of urging and guiding
you along in your obedience. Overwhelm them with appreciation and love! Get along among yourselves, each of you doing your part. Our
counsel is that you warn the freeloaders to get a move on. Gently encourage the stragglers, and reach out for the exhausted, pulling them to
their feet. Be patient with each person, attentive to individual needs. And be careful that when you get on each other’s nerves you don’t
snap at each other. Look for the best in each other, and always do your best to bring it out.

UPCOMING CHILDREN & YOUTH EVENTS
Kids Sunday school: Grades K-6 meet in the youth wing. 9:00am Sundays
Youth Sunday school: Grades 7-12 Meet in the Lounge on the second floor. 9:00am
THRIVE Youth Group meets in the fellowship hall from 7- 8:30pm.

MEMBER NEWS
SHEBREWS WOMEN’S DEVOTION TIME
Join Judi Mickey at 7:15am on Zoom Monday’s. Meeting
ID: 811 0433 1341 PW: mickey
THURSDAY SMALL GROUP

Meets at the Cramer’s Home (130 W. Union, Smst ) at
6:30 pm. No dinner. Bring your Bible and own drink.
YOUTH AND COMMITTEE MEETING
Tuesdays October 5th at the church 6pm

MONTHLY LEADERSHIP MEETING
Tuesday, October 12th th at 6pm.
MONTHLY ELDERS PRAYER MEETING
Tuesday, October 26th at 6pm.
VAN MINISTRY-Church Van Ministry is starting back up in

September. Let the office know by Thursday at 2pm if you
need a ride to Sunday Service.
WOMEN’S HAPPENING- October 8th- Hayride/campfire at the
Sherbine home 6:00pm
LADIES THURSDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY- Begins October 7th
at 9am. Meeting at the home of Karen Costea- 165 Oak Hill
Drive Friedens, PA 15541. We plan to move around to different
homes weekly. Please watch “The Loop”, the weekly bulletin,
and the facebook page for locations. We will be studying from a
devotional book called “Focus” by Cleere Cherry Reeves. Books
will not be necessary to participate. Light refreshments may be
served. We would love for you to join us.
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Bring friends to these events,
then invite them to church.
SMALL GROUPS CONTINUING IN OCTOBER

o

o

o

o
o
o

Join a small group! One of the best ways to grow in your
faith and make new friends is to be part of a small groups.
This six week series is called Life on Mission by Pastor Tim
Harlow. Each week your group will watch a 15 to 20 minute
video that brings up a biblical subject and then you’ll
discuss it. The themes are Connect, Serve, Share, Grow, and
Pray. You have a choice of times and locations: the Friedens
Small Group (6 weeks) on Monday
1. The Friedens Group will be on Mondays at 7pm starting
Sept. 13. This group is the only one that will rotate homes:
Sept. 13 Meet at Williams, Sept. 20 Meet at Jeff and Amy
Pyle’s house, Sept. 27 Meet at Fisher’s house, Oct. 4
Williams, Oct. 11 Pyle, Oct. 18 Fisher.
2. Wednesday at 3 pm, (Starting Sept. 29) The Afternoon
Group (for those who don’t like to go out at night). Meet at
the church
3. Wednesday at 6:30 pm, (Starting Sept. 15) Meet at
Tom and Tammy Minnick’s house.
4. Thursday at 6:30 pm, (Starting Sept. 16) Meet at Dane &
Cynthia Cramer’s house.
The video material is very well done and it will challenge you
to live life on mission, share your faith, and strengthen your
community in the body of Christ.

TRUNK OR TREAT

o

Our church is going to do Trunk or Treat this year on
Thursday, Oct. 28 from 6pm to 7pm. The Kiwanis Club
is also doing a drive through candy give away at the
Georgian Place from 5 to 7pm. Our event will be in our
own parking lot and we need people to decorate up
their cars. If you want to donate candy, that would
help as well. This is an outreach to the children of the
community.

SERVING AT THE TABLE
Offering
10/3 Karl Sherbine
10/10 Dane Cramer
10/17 Mark Lyons
10/24 Dave Ferris
10/31 Reuben Watson

Communion
Shane Lenhart
Terry Fisher
Dane Cramer
Mark Lyons
Dave Ferris

COMMUNION PREPARATION
10/3 Joan G.
10/10 Ginger D.
10/17 Jeff H.
10/24 April M.
10/31 Mary Ann Riggs
PRAYER TEAM
10/3
Reuben W.
10/10 Anne W.
10/17 Sarah R.
10/24 Dane C.
10/31 Brent W.

MEDITATION
10/3 Angie Supranowicz
10/10 Bill Kaufman
10/17 Sarah Rouch
10/24 Jesse Landis
10/31. Rueben Watson

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHILDRENS TEAM (Age 4 – Grade 5)
10/3
Anne Williams
10/10 Christy Hay
10/17 Denise Grove
10/24 Christy Hay
10/31.
CHURCH NURSERY
The nursery is open every Sunday for your convenience,
but parents are asked to stay with their children at this
time.
JUNIOR CHURCH TEAM (Age 4 – Grade 5)
10/3 Sue S. & Mike S.
10/10 John & Jesse Landis
10/17 Mary & Steve G.
10/24 Sarah & Matt R.
10/31 Karen Costea
SANCTUARY FLOWERS
10/17 In honor of Pastor Appreciation Month

Nursery update- The nursey is open every Sunday for your convenience, but parents are asked to stay with their child at this time.
KIDS CLASS: For grades K – 6 meet in the Youth wing behind the baptistry.
YOUTH CLASS: For grades 7-12 meets on the second floor in the Lounge.
GOLDEN ACHIEVERS CLASS: For adults meets in the classroom in front of the café. Topic: Philippians Teacher: Pastor Brent.
99 & UNDER CLASS: Is for anyone age 99 & Under. The class meets downstairs in the fellowship hall. Topic: Book of Acts. Teacher:
Dane Cramer
Ladies Happening: October 8th- hayride/Campfire at the Sherbine Home 6pm
Women’s Sunday School Class: Starting September 12th. Forgiving What You Cant Forget. You can pick up a book at the church for $5.
Schedule: 9/26-Chapters 3 & 4, Sessions 2- 21 minutes, Teacher: Cynthia Cramer. 10/3- Chapters 5-7, session 3- 26 minutes
Teacher: Karen Costea. 10/10- Chapters 8 & 9, Session 4- 23 minutes Teacher: Anne Williams. 10/17- Chapters 11 & 11, Session 515 minutes Teacher: Tammy Minnick. 10/24- Chapters 12-14, Session 6-21 minutes Teacher: Anne Williams. 10/31- Conclusion,
Recap & Misc. Teacher: Karen Costea

